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*,* Trs ſubNance of the enſuing treati/e was publiſh- 
+ CE ne. 6 — 
ed in the form of an occaſional ſermon, in 1787; and 
though it did not attract any general attention, it was 


oo favourably received by a few reſpedtable perſons, 
- that the author has Nen end deſired 1 


zt. Upon 2 however, he concluded that a 
treatiſe on the ſame important /ubje4 would have a 
n ve probability of. uſefulne}s ; and he accordingly 
has beſtowed LA's bee Niere an making the neceſſary 
alterations. VC 5 


Me ſentiments and arguments of the ſermon have 
Been {crupulouſly preſerved, as far as they ſeemed ma- 
terial to the ſubject; the whole has been reviſed with 


the greateſt care and attentzon; very large additions 
have been made; the thoughts have been arranged in 


a new manner; and the author has gone as far in 5 
making the treatiſe complete, according to his views 


and ability, as was canſiſtent with the compaſs pre- 


ſcribed to him; for he deemed it better to.retrench and 
abridge, than by much advancing the price to_throw 


any hindrance in the way fits circulation. | 
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INTRO DU CT ION. 


Tur Apoſtle Paul was evidently a man of ſtrong 
paſſions and peculiar ſenſibility; and being by divine 
grace exceedingly filled with love to the Lord Jeſus, 
and tothe ſouls of men, his mind was affetted with the 
moſt lively emotions of joy or ſorrow, hope or fear, 
according to the tidings he received from the ſeveral 
_ churches of Chriſt. At one time he complains, that 
he has no reſt in his fleſh, * is filled with heavi- 
* neſs,” and © can no longer forbear;” and that “he 
* writes out of much affliction and anguiſh of heart, 
with many tears: at another, he declares, that 
he is filled with comfort, and is exceedingly joyful 
jn all his tribulation, being comforted by the faith 
* of his beloved children; for now,” ſays he, © Wwe 
live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord,” He ſeems in- 
deed to intimate, thar theſe were ** things which 

_ * concerned his infir mities:“ and doubtleſs this ſan- 
guine diſpoſition requires much correction and re- 
zulation by divine grace; but, when it is thus tem- 
pered and counterbalanced by proportionable humi- 
lity, wiſdom, patience, and difintereſtedneſs, it may 
be conſidered as the main ſpring of a miniſter's. 
aftivity. And as theſe united qualifications certainly 
vonduced very much to the Apoſtle's extraordinary 
_uſcfulnels, fo they render his epiſtles peculiarly in- 
_terefting to us, in all our enquiries concerning the 
beſt methods of promoting the enlargement and 
1 proſperity 


+1 N 
proſperity of the church, and the edification of all 
the true diſciples of the Lord Jeſus. 


Among other peculiarities of his manner, it eſpe- 
cially ſuits our preſent purpoſe to notice the ani- 
mated glow of joy and affect ion, with which he ad- 
dreſſes his Chriſtian brethren. —Thus, when writing 
to the Philippians, he abruptly breaks forth, « | 
thank my God upon every remembrance of you; 
always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
* requeſt with joy.” From the ſame fulneſs of heart 
he afterwards adds, Many walk of whom I have 
* told you often, and now tell you, even weeping, 
% that they are enemies to the croſs of Chriſt; 
* whole end is deſtruttion, whoſe god is their belly, 
and whoſc glory is in their ſhame; who mind 
* earthly chings.““ FÄ» 


There are, alas! too many profeſſors of the goſpel 
in moſt places, whofe conduct would conſtrain a be. 
liever of far jeſs gracious ſenſibility than holy Paul, 
to weep at every recollection of them: but there are 
others alſo, on whoſe account we ought “ to bleſs 
„God without ceaſing, whilſt we remember their 
«+ work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of 
* hope in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.*”” Every faithful 
and affectionate paſtor, therefore, will find cauſe for 
alternate ſorrow and joy, while he reflects on the 
people, among whom he hath been called to labour. 


But, while the Apoſtle ſaw great cauſe for thank- 
ſulnels on account of what the Lord had done for 
the Philippians, yet he was equally diſpoſed to pray 
for them continually ; not only leſt they ſhould de- 
cline in zeal and diligence, but that they might make 
{till greater Pprogrels in everv thing pertaining to 
genuine Chriſtianity. *© For God,” ſays he, ** is 
* my record, how greatly I long after you all 0 
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the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, And this I pray, 
« that your love may abound yet more and more, in 
knowledge and in all judgment: that ye may ap- 
„ prove things that be excellent; that ye may be ſin- 
*cere and without offence, till the day of Chriſt; 
being filled with all the fruits of righteouinels, 
% which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the praiſe and glory 
© of God.“ And in the ſubſequent' parts of the 
epiſtle, he very copiouſly and pathetically exhorts 
them to follow after all thoſe very things, for which 
he had moſt fervently preyed in their behalt. 


| Theſe remarks on the writings of St. Paul may 
| ſuggeſt ſome reflections, which are ſuited to intro- 
duce the ſubject of this treatiſe. A great part of 
that confuſion, which pervades the diſcourſes of 
many perſons on religious topics, ariſes from inatten- 
tion to the different characters of thoſe, concerning 
whom the ſacred writers ſpeak, or to whom they ad- 
dreſs their inſtructions. In all endeavours to do good 
to the ſouls of men, it is eſpecially neceſſary, that 
we ſhould © rightly divide the word of truth;“ and 
apply it to the hearts and conſciences of the perſons 
addreſſed, according to their various characters and 
ſituations: for the portion which ſuits one man may 
be as improper for another, as the ſame medicine 
is for perſons labouring under diſeaſes of a contrary 
nature. If therefore the wile attention of the ſacred 
writers to this important concern be overlooked by 
their readers; there will be the greateſt reaſon to 
fear, leſt they ſhould wreſt even the words of inſpi« 
ration to their own deſtruction. 3 


Every man who will take the pains to examine, 
muſt be convinced, that the Apoſtles addreſſed them- 
ſelves to ignorant 1dolaters, careleſs ſinners, bigotted 
Jews, proud Phariſees, profane ſcoffers, or hypo- 
_ critical abuſers of the goſpel, in a manner adapted 
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- to their ſeveral caſes: that they employed very dif- 


ferent language, and uſed far other topics, when they 


were inſtructing ferious enquirers, encouraging bro- 


ken-hearted penitents, or“ reſtoring, in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, ſuch as had been overtaken in a fault;“ 


and that _ brought forward inſtructions and ex- 


hortations of a different nature, when they wrote to 
eſtabliſhed believers; or to thofe who had newly em- 


braced the goſpel, and were full of zeal, but in 


danger of being miſled by falſe teachers, or drawn 
aſide by. manifold temptations. 1 70 


It is, therefore, evident that the exhortations of 


the Apoſtles, and their prayers for the progreſs of 


their people in all holy affeftions and conduct, are 
entirely conſiſtent with the doctrines of grace, for 
which they in other parts moſt zealoully contend : 
ſeeing they have an excluſive reference to perſons, 
who ** having been juſtified by faith, had peace with 
God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt;” © in whom 
they had redemption through his blood, even the 
* forgiveneſs of their ſins, according to the riches of 
„his grace.” For the Lord had * ſaved them, and 


called them with an holy calling, not according to 


their own works, but according to his on pur- 


* pole and grace, given them in Chriſt Jeſus: be- 


* fore the world began;*” and the ſecurity of the 


new covenant engaged to them, that they ſhould 
be kept by the power of God, through faith unto 


+ ſalvation.” In imitation, therefore, of this ex- 
ample, and with a moſt zealous attachment to the 


ſame dottrines, the miniſters of Chriſt ſhould now 


alſo exhort thoſe, whom, with heart-felt ſatisfattion, 


they regard as true believers, to follow after every 


branch of that holineſs which the Apoſtles moſt pa- 


thetically recommended to their beloved children: 
and afluredly we fin againſt the Lord, if we ceaſe to 
pray for them in the ſame ſtyle and manner, 


The 


„„ 
The enſuing treatiſe being eſpecially intended for 
the benefit of thoſe, who make a creditable: and ex- 
plicit profeſſion of the peculiar doctrines of the gol. 
pel, nothing will be. ſpoken of thoſe dottrines, in a 
way of controverſy, or explanation; and very little 
addreſſed to ſuch as do not believe them. The par- 
ticular ſubject of enquiry will be, in what that growth 
in grace, and vw hat in the divine life, conſiſt, to 
which the Apoſtles ſo ſtrenuouſly and repeatedly ex- 


hort their Chriſtian brethren? And on what account, 


they were fo earneſt about thefe things, with thoſe of 
whoſe converſion and ſalvation they had the fulleſt 
confidence? But as it is purpoſed to conſider both 
the exhortations and prayers of the ſacred writers, eſ- 
pecially thoſe of the apoſtolical epiſtles; it will be 
requiſite to make a few more introduttory remarks. 
I. The frequent and fervent prayers, with which 
the inſtructions of the inſpired writers are interſperſed, 
decidedly prove, that all holy deſires, all good 
« counſels, and all juſt works, are from God; as our 
_ Liturgy well expreſſes it: or, in the ſtill more em- 
phatic language of inſpiration, that every good gift, 
and every perfect gift is from above; and cometh 
down, from the Father of lights. — Indeed every 
prayer for wiſdom, holineſs, or ability to perform 
good works, evidently implies, that communications 
from the fountain of perfection are neceſſary, in order 
to render us wiſe or holy; that we are warranted to 


expect ſuch communications, notwithſtanding our un- 


worthineſs; and that we ought to deſire, Pp for, 


and depend on them, in all our undertakings:, They, 


therefore, who form higher notions of the; native 
powers, reſources, and excellencies of fallen man, 
muſt be very inconſiſtent in preſenting prayers to this 
effect: and their religion muſt be very different from 
that of thoſe primitive believers, who expected every 
good gift from the Father of lights, through Jeſus 
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Chriſt, and b the ſupply. of his Spirit. From the ful. 
neſs of the divine Saviour, they all received; that ful - 
neſs ſtill remains unexhauſted and undiminiſhed; and 
would we emulate their ſuperior attainments, imitate 


their bright examples, or aſpire to a large meaſure of 


their uſetulneſs, the way is plainly marked out to us 


in the words of our Lord to his Apoſtles, “ He that 
© abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth 
much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.“ 


But the Apoſtles did not deem prayers, in behalf of 


their brethren, incompatible with exhortations to them, 
28 their conſtant practice incontrovertibly proves. 


Many profeſſors of the goſpel continually expreſs their 
aſtoniſhment, that their opponents cannot find the doc- 


trines of grace in the ſacred ſcriptures : and it is indeed 
a juſt ſubject of ſurpriſe, for they are written there as 
nbi a fun- beam. But is it not equally fo, that any 


man, who ſeems to reverence and to examine the word 


of God, ſhould overlook all the exhortations and ad- 
monitions with which it abounds, as if they had never 


been written, or as if we had no concern in them? 


Yet this is actually the caſe : numbers, are ſure to ob. 
_ jeft againſt every attempt to bring them forward, and to 


apply them with energy to the hearts and conſciences 
of thoſe, who are attached to the doctrines of grace, 


though without doubt they are, as much as theſe, a 


part of the . counſel of God,“ and as ſtrongly marked 


m ſcripture. Many allowances indeed muſt be made 
or a variety of prejudices, where the heart appears to 
be upright: yet it ſhould be remembered, that the 

_ pretended mother conſented to have the child divided; 
_ whilſt the real parent, in unfeigned affection, rather 


choſe to riſk the loſs of her ſon, than accede to ſuch 
a propoſal, When profeſſors are thus F Ne to 
curtail the ſcriptures, it may be reaſonably ſuſpected 
that they do not cordially love them: but he, who 
John xv. 3. 2 1 Kings iii, 26. 
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from his heart ſays to the Lord, © thy word is very 
« pure, therefore thy ſervant loveth it, will not con- 
ſent to any ſuch mutilation. He loves every part of 
the ſacred volume, becauſe it is all very pure: and 
even when he meets with paſſages, which excite his 
fears leſt he ſhould come ſhort of the promiſed 
bleſſings ; he does not reject or turn from them on that 
account; but meditates on them, till he becomes more 
watchful, diligent, and fervent in prayer: and thus 
he finds that the whole of the word of God, does 
good to him that walketh uprightly! “! EY 


II. The exhortations of the Apoſtles were princi- 
pally addreſſed to ſuch as they believed to be real 
Chriſtians, children of God and heirs of heaven: and 
their prayers in behalf of theſe perſons eſpecially re- 
| lated to their ſpiritual growth and proficiency. Hence 
we may certainly. conclude, that there is ſomething in 


oy Chriſtianity, both defirable and attainable, beſides the 


preſent comfort and the eternal ſalvation of the indi- 
viduals who have already embraced it. Indeed the 
falvation of one ſoul is an objett of ſuch magnitude, 
as no temporal intereſt is worthy to ſtand in compe- 
tition with; but the glory of God, in the credit and 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, and the everlaſting ſtate of im- 
menſe multitudes, as connected with it, are beyond 
compariſon more important. That /elf:fhne/s, how- 
ever, which is natural to fallen creatures, does not 
yield to any. ſyſtem of dottrine; unleſs it be ac- 
companied by the renewing influences of the Hol! 
Spirit: but if a perſon, can ſatisfy himſelf with the 
hope of his own ſalvation, without any habitual regard 
to the honour of the goſpel, or the eternal intereſts of 
other men, he is entirely /elfijh, and as evidently de- 


ſtitute of the mind and ſpirit of Chriſt, as the man, 


who, enjoying his own abundance, cares not how 
many are pinched with want, though even ſuffering 
through his mjuſtice and oppreſſion. l 

2 5 3 It 
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It is che conſtant aim and fervent deſire of all the 
faithful and welllLinſtructed miniſters of Chriſt, to ex- 
cite the minds of their beloved people to a generous 
regard for the credit of the goſpel, and a compaſſionate 

longing after the converſion of ſinners: and the de- 
lign of this treatiſe is to concur with their endeavours 
for this purpoſe; and to ſtir up the pure minds of be- 
levers,” * by” way of remembrance ;” in hopes that 


thus, they may be induced and directed to Jet their 


„light ſhine” more abundantly * before men; that 
 * they may ſee their good works, and glorify our 
Father who is in heaven: or, in other words, 
* to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.—To him be glory, now 
ͤoꝛbd d 8 


SECTION I. 


An enumeration of thoſe particulars, in which the 

true beltever's growth in grace conjiſts; as far as 

they are . ee contained in St. Paul's prayer 
Por the Philippians. TY 

Growru implies the exiſtence of all thoſe 
things, in which an increaſe is experienced, perceived, 
or expected; ſo that the perſons, for whom the ſubſe- 
quent diſcuſſion is eſpecially intended, are ſuppoſed 
to poſſeſs in ſome meaſure all thoſe graces or holy diſ- 
_ Poſitions, in which a further growth is repreſented to 
be highly deſirable and actually attainable. ' In con- 
ſidering the ſubject, it would not perhaps be found 

expedient to examine excluſtvely any ſingle ex- 
hortation or prayer contained in the ſacred writ- 
ings; or to adhere to the method, which a ſtrict 
regard to a ſyſtem might impoſe. It is however pro- 
poſed in this leftion to confine our attention to the 
2 by | | prayer, 


Matt. v. 15. 


| U.S Þ 

prayer, which holy Paul offered in behalf of the Phi- 
lippians; except as other {criptures will be adduced in 
proof or illuſtration of the ſeveral particulars, which 
will thus paſs under our conſideration. In the ſubſe- 
quent part of the treatiſe ſome other ſubjefts will be 
noticed, which ſeem requiſite to complete the deſign, 
but are not conveniently reducible to any. of the 
clauſes of this comprehenſive text.* I would only fur- 
ther premiſe, that the prayers offered by the facred 
writers, when under the immediate influence of the 

divine Spirit, are peculiarly ſuited to ſhow us the real 
nature of that proficiency in genuine Chriſtianity, 
_ which their benevolent and zealous minds fo ardently 
_ longed to behold in their beloved people, as above all 
things conducive to their true proſperity, and the glory 
of their God and Saviour. And in ſome reſpetts they 
may perhaps be more adapted to produce conviction in 
_ every mind, than exhortations or precepts can be: be- 
cauſe they convey the ſame inſtruction more inofſen- 
_ tively; with lefs appearance of aſſuming. authority, 
and with more conciliating demonſtrations of affection 
and good-will. „ pla ye oor, YG 
I. This,“ ſays the Apoſtle, © I pray, that your 
* LOVE may abound yet more and more.” He does 
not reſtrift the meaning of the term he uſes; and it is 
therefore proper to give the largeſt ſcope to the ſubject 
of which it is capable. The holy ſcriptures ſpeak of 
love in the mes exalted terms: Love is of God: 
and every one that loveth is born of God, and 


„ knoweth God: he that loveth not, knoweth not 


« God, for GOD IS LOVE.” He that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.” Love is 
« the fulfilling of the law.” The end of the com- 
% mandment,” or of the revelation made by the Lord 
to ſinful men, (Tagxyyerizs) “ is love, out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conſcience, and of faith un- 
„ feigned.?” *+ Nothing availeth in Chriſt Jeſus, 
1 555 i e 935 RO 
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but faith, which worketh by love.“ And now 
_* abideth faith, hope, love, theſe three; but the 
_ © greateſt of theſe is love.” Faith alone juſtifies 
the ſinner, by forming his relation to Chriſt ; and 
by faith alone can a man receive all needful grace 
from his fulneſs: hope of -eternal glory, grounded 
on God's promiſes and ſealed by the ſanctification 
ol the holy Spirit, is the anchor of the ſoul, and the 
helmet of ſalvation: but LOVE is the ſubſtance of 
that holineſs and felicity to which we are recovered 
through the efficacy of faith and hope. The ſcaffold- 
ing is indiſpenſably neceſſary: but when the edifice is 
completed, it is taken down as an encumbrance. Thus 
faith will be loſt in fight, and hope ſwallowed up in en- 
joyment, when love ſhall be brought to perfection; 
but love will remain for ever, the temper, the employ- 
ment, and happineſs of heaven itſelf. Love is indeed 
that — eſſential of true religion, | 

8 * Which hypocrites could ne'er attain, 

Which falſe apoſtates never knew; 

for © every one that loveth is born of God.” This 
declaration cannot mean that ſinful men are, in every 
ſenſe incapable of /ove: but only that they cannot ex- 
erciſe that affection in a holy manner according to 


the reaſonable law of God, For love is the rulin 


heir of ſalvation; an 


paſſion of the ſou], and gives the direction to all the 
reſt: but in our preſent diſordered ſtate, it is become 
incapable of fixing on its proper objects, and is there- 
fore proſtituted to ſuch as are worthleſs or abominable. 
An unholy heart cannot love holineſs; * the carnal 
„mind is enmity againſt God,” and cannot be ſubjett 
to his holy law, or view with delight any object that 
bears his image. Some kind of gratitude may be felt 
or manifeſted by an unregenerate ſinner, when his in- 
_ clinations are gratified, when unpending danger is 
- averted, or when he preſumptuouſly deems himſelf an 
I he may have an inſtinctive be- 
nevolence towards men, without any ſuitable regard 
to Gd. „„ Let 


35 

Vet theſe do not conſtitute that love, of which tlie 
Apoſtles ſpoke in ſuch exalted terms: though gratitude 
and benevolence when my ſpring from proper prin- 
ciples, and connect with other holy affections, may be 
ranked among the moſt important of its exerciſes.— 
But the holy character of God, with all that immedi- 
ately relates to him, or bears the ſtamp of his moral 
perfections, is the object, of our proud averſion and 
contempt; diſcoveries of the divine glory and excel- 
lence excite proportionable enmity; nor can any be- 

nefits overcome our diſlike to the holineſs of our 
Benefactor, ſo long as we continue unregenerate. 

6 "> __ they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
ne.” ie tvs 


In regeneration, however, a capacity of ſpiritual 
perception is communicated to the ſoul, in a manner 
which we can. neither explain nor comprehend; - and 
we are by it enabled to diſcern the holy excellence 
and beauty of heavenly things. This produces a re- 
volution in our judgment and affections: old things 
* paſs away, behold, all things become new: our 
love is now divorced, as it were, from its former baſe 
attachments; and we gradually learn to eſteem, ad- 
mire, chooſe, deſire, reliſh, and delight in that ſpiritual 
excellence, which was before the object of our aver- 
ſion and contempt. The heart, now become in ſome 
degree koly, proportionably loves holy perſons and 
holy things; we are ſpiritually minded, and habitg- 
ally ſeek our pleaſure in ſpiritual purſuits and em- 

ployments.—This capacity of ſpiritual perception is 
not a new faculty added to the ſoul; but the ability 
of exerciſing every faculty, which God hath given us, 
in a ſuitable manner, about the grand concerns of re- 
ligion; for which our apoſtacy from our Creator, and 
idolatrous attachment to the creature had wholly diſ- 
qualified us. It is, therefore, repreſented in ſcripture 
by images taken from our bodily ſenſes: the regene- 
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ſmells fragrancy as of. ointment poured forth,” and 
taſtes (weetnels as of © honey and the honey-comb.” 
Vet theſe perceptions in the new convert are feeble 
and inaiſtintt; and often almoſt over-borne and ſwal- 
lowed up in the tumult of natural paſſions, and the 
conflict with carnal propenſities: they, however, 
uniformly influence him, as „ a new born babe, 
* to deſire the ſincere milk of the word, that he may 
_ ** grow thereby, ſeeing that he has taſted that the Lord 
is gracious.*” And they conſtitute that leaven, 
which will gradually diffuſe its influence, * till the 
whole be leavened;” till all the faculties, affections, 
and operations of the ſoul be made to partake of the 
ſave holy nature and tendency. 5 5 


When we are thus made capable of perceiving in 
ſome degreee, the beauty and glory of the divine per- 
fections, and of forming ſome proper eſtimate of our 
obligations and relations to our Creator and Bene— 
factor; we are brought to conſent to his holy law, that 
it is good, and that its commands, though very kſtrict 
and ſpiritual, are reaſonable, equitable, and beneficial: 
and the view of the evil of fin, which is thus obtained, 
_ though it is imperfect, produces a ſubmiſſion to the 
Juſtice of God in the condemnation of tranſgreſſors. 
Other diſcoveries of our guilt and danger, and of 
the wrath to which we are expoſed, may alarm us; 
but nothing ſhort of this can produce genuine humili- 
ation and ſelf-abaſement; which will be matured and 
increaſed by tuller views of the glory of God in the 
perſon and falvation of Jeſus Chrilt. 


For did we only contemplate the perfections of 

God, as diſplayed in the works of creation and provi- 
dence, or illuſtrated by the juſtice of his law and go- 

vernment; our conſciouſneſs of guilt and pollution 

would ſo diſcourage us, and even lead us to the bor- 
dlers of deſpair, that we ſhould be induced to ſtruggle 

with all our might againſt conviction, and to oppoſe 
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the humiliating effect of every diſcovery of God to 
our ſouls, which we were unable to exclude. But when 
we are led to perceive, along with our views of the 
odiouſneſs and deſert of our fins, the glory of God in 
the harmonions diſplay of all his attributes; through 
the perſon and redemption of his Son: this allays our 
terrors, inſpires our hope, and fixes our attention; 
while it exceedingly increaſes humiliation and ſelf- 
abaſement.—The dignity of the divine Redeemer, 
the nature of his undertaking, the immenſity of his 
compaſſionate and condeſcending love, the perfection 
and value of his righteouſneſs, the depth, intenſeneſs, 
and variety of his ſufferings; the honour thus given 
to the law and juſtice of God; the ſufficiency of his 
atonement ; his ſubſequent reſurrection, hog = 
aſcenſion, and glorious exaltation; Bis power, taith- 
fulneſs, and love; his gracious invitations and pre- 
cious promiſes, with the manifold bleſſings which he 
freely beſtows on the vileſt of ſinners, who come to 
God by him;—theſe are all diſtinet- ſubjects for our 
meditation, peculiarly ſuited to intereſt, inſtruct, and 
affect our minds, and to give us entirely new thoughts of 
God and of ourſelves, of fin, and holineſs, of our immor- 
tal ſouls, our eternal concerns, our paſt lives, our preſent 
conduct and ſituation, and of all thoſe things which con- 
eur to produce deep humility, lively hope, admiring 
love and gratitude, and every holy aftettion. Here with- 
out diſmay we may contemplate the divine character with 
fixed attention; whilſt we view it through a medium 
that ſoftens its ſplendours, and endears its beauty and 
glory to our hearts. Here we view infinite juſtice, 
holineſs, mercy, faithfulneſs, and wiſdom in perfect 
harmony, Whilſt each attribute reflects glory on all the 
reſt.. At the ſame time our intereſt in theſe grand 
concerns render them far more affecting to our minds; 

and we are enabled, in revering and admiring the holy 
majeſty of God, and adoring his tranſcendent exce]- 
leucy, to give up our hearts to the pleaſing defire an! 
hope of having hun, ſinful as we are, to be our Fa- 
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ther, Friend, andeverlaſting portion. When we have 
been encouraged to make this choice and indulge this 
Hope, we begin to fear above all things, leſt we ſhould 

come ſhort of it: we learn to take pleaſure in ſuch 

devout exerciſes, as ſtrengthen our confidence or 

give us ſome anticipation of our deſired felicity: we 


feel lively emotions of gratitude for the condeſcending 


and merciful dealings of ſo glorious a Lord with ſuch 
vile ſinners; we long for others alſo to know and love 
him, to enjoy his favour, and to render him praiſe: 
we become zealous for his honour, grieved when we 
_ offend him, aſhamed and humbled at the recollection 
of paſt tranſgreſſions, watchful againſt temptation and 


every occaſion of ſin, and troubled at hearing others 


_ expreſs contempt or enmity againſt ſo gracious and 
merciful a God and Saviour. — All theſe varied exer- 
ciſes of holy love have reſpect to the incomprehen- 
ſible myſteries of the divine nature, diſplayed in the 
grand ſcheme of our ſalvation; as originating from 
the moſt free love of the Father, purchaſed for us by 
the atonement of the incarnate Son, and applied to 
our hearts by the regenerating and ſanctifying influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit; —but it will eſpecially cen. 
tre, as it were, in the perſon of Emmanuel, God ma- 
nifeſted in the fleſh; as the glorious excellency and 
lovelineſs of the deity is there more immediately re- 
vealed to us; and as he that loves, honours, believes, 
and obeys the Son, loves, honours, believes, and 
obeys the Father that ſent him; for * he that hath 
„ the Son, hath the Father alſo; and Chriſt is the ap- 
Pointed medium by which we approach, know, and 
_ glorify the inviſible God. | „ 
Ih be ſame capacity of perceiving and loving ſpiri- 
tual excellency, which is eſſential to every exerciſe 
of holy love towards our God and Saviour, diſpoſes 
us allo to © delight in his law after the inward man: 
to © count all his commandments in all things 
* to be right; and to hate every falſe way: © to 
* chooſe the precepts of the Lord ;” and to“ long, 
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to have our ways directed to keep them.” Whilſt 
theſe therefore are our deſires and 2 we muſt 
be proportionably grieved and diſquieted with the 
oppoſition made to all our endeavours, by © the {ir 
„ that dwelleth in us;”” and the want of more en- 
tire conformity to that holy, juſt, and good law, which 
we now moſt cordially approve, will be a conſtant. 
| ſource of ſorrow and cauſe of humiliation; and at 
ſome times will prove the burden or even the terror of 
our hearts: and thus the believer's tears, groans, and 
complaints, becauſe * he cannot do the things which 
he would,” being connected with evident conſcien- 
tiouſneſs and diligence in performing the will of God, 
may be conſidered as a proof that he has the holy law 
of God written in his heart by regenerating grace. 


The fame holy judgment and taſte of the renewed 
foul enables the believer to reliſh every part of the 
ſacred ſcriptures; and, in proportion to the degree of 
his ſpirituality, he loves to read, and meditate upon, 

the word ef God: he not only uſes it as the lantern 
of his paths, or the ground of his hope; but, he 
makes it his delight and his counſellor; he eſteems 


it © more than his neceſſary food; and feels an ap- 


poo for its ſalutary inſtruction like that of the new- 
born babe for the milk of the breaſt.— The ſame prin- 
ciple cauſes him to love the houſe of God, and to 
count one day in his courts better than a thouſand.“ 
He is no longer glad of an excuſe for ſtaying from 
the public ordinances of God, exact in determining 

how often he is bound in duty to attend on them, or 
diſpoſed to yield to every petty obſtacle that renders 
ſuch attendance inconvenient or difficult; for he is 
glad when it is ſaid to him, let us go unto the houſe 
of the Lord;” he longeth, when detained from it, 
for the renewal of that ſatis faction he has there expe- 
rienced in communion with God and his ſaints ; and he 
finds it no eaſy matter to be reſigned to the will of God, 
when under a neceſſity to 
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abſent himſelf, Thus the 
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Lord's day, which was formerly a wearineſs, unleſs 
profaned by worldly buſineſs, pleaſure, or company, 
becomes his delight: and, though too often he has 
reaſon to lament that his ſabbaths are paſſed without. 
the expected ſatisfaction and advantage, yet he ſtil} 
meets their return with pleaſure,.and deems them the 
happieſt days of his life. As he grows in holy love he 
is enabled to adopt the Pſalmiſt's words, in reſpect of 
the worſhip he renders to the Lord, and to ſay, © My 
«+ ſoul is ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, whilit 


II I praiſe thee with joytul lips:“ and every thing that 


relates to the fervice of God is endeared to his heart 
and held in reverence and honour. 


In hke manner, he perceives the * beauty of the 
Lord,“ in the character and conduct of his people, 
whom before he neglected, deſpiſed, or dilliked: 
and thus he learns to love and reſpect them as the ex- 
cellent of the earth. He chooſes them for his moſt 
valued companions ; he ſympathizes with their joys 

and ſorrows; he feeks their welfare, and according to 

his ability endeayours to promote it; he bears with 

their 71 aa and prejudices, caſting the mantle of 
love over their infirmities: he prays tor their proſpe- 
rity and happineſs: and, if he can but ſee, or think 
he ſees, the image of his beloved Lord upon them, he 
counts them his brethren, though they belong not to 
tis ſubdiviſion of the church, ſubſcribe not exactly 
his creed, and fill up a very different ſtation in the 


_. The admiring contemplation of the glory of the 
Lord, in the perſon and ſalvation of Chriſt, is always 
productive of a gradual transformation of the ſoul in- 
to his holy image; and the Saviour's condeſcending 

ad compaſſionate love, to the very perſons whole 
crimes he moſt deeply abhorred, appears peculiarly 
beautiful and endearing to the redeemed ſinner, Thus 
WY JVC benevolent 
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benevolent love to mankind in general is produced 
and increaſed; ſelfiſh and contracted prejudices are 
removed; and proud contempt of the mean, the vile, 
and the ignorant, bitter reſentments borne to the in- 
jurious, and envy of rivals and competitors, are 
changed into pity and good will. While conformity 
to Chriſt, love to his moſt beautiful and glorious cha- 
racter, gratitude for redeeming love, and willing obe- 
dience to his commandments, combine their energy, 
in diſpoſing his true diſciples to love ſtrangers and 
perſecutors, the moſt abandoned tranſgreſſors, and 
the moſt provoking enemies; and to copy his example 
of long-ſuffering, meekneſs, forgiveneſs, compaſſion, 
fervent prayers and tears for them, and perſevering 
endeavours to overcome evil with good. . 


When love, the ruling principle of activity in the 
mind of man, is thus fixed on its proper objects, and 
regulated, proportioned, and exerciſed according to 
the divine law of God; it is evident that all ſpiritual 

worſhip, humble ſubmiſſion and devoted obedience to 


God, with all righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and truth, in 


our conduct towards men, muſt reſult from it, and 
grow in proportion as it is increaſed. We may, there- 
tore, eaſily perceive the propriety of the Apoſtle's 
prayer for the Philippians, '** that. their love might 
* abound yet more and more. - This accords with 
many other prayers and exhortations in his epiſtles, 
The Lord grant---that Chriſt may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love,---may know the love of Chriſt which paſleth 
„knowledge.“ The Lord make you to abound 
„in love, one towards another, and towards all men, 
even as we do towards you;—to the end he may 
_ * eſtabliſh your hearts unblameable in holineſs. Ye 
dare taught of God to love one another; and indeed 
ye do it: but we beſeech you to increaſe more and 
„more.“ * Your faith, groweth exceedingly, and 
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the love of every one of you all towards each other 
„ aboundeth.”” Indeed the love of behevers to- 
wards each other is principally meant in theſe texts: 
but then we know that this love is the reſult, the evi- 
dence, and the meaſure, of our love to God the 
Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We are required 
to conſider every true Chriſtian as the brother and re- 
preſentative of our unſeen Redeemer; and all the love 
we bear to them, and the good we do them, for his ſake, 


will be acknowledged and graciouſly recompenſed at 


the laſt day, as the indubitable proof of the reality 
and ſtrength of our love to him. . TT 


But let us more particularly conſider the words be- 
fore us.—** That your love may abound; may abound 
** more, may abound yet more; may abound yet more 
* and more!” —Preſs forwards is the Chriſtian's 


motto, and the miniſter's watch word. We beſeech 


you, brethren, that as ye have received of us how ye 
* ought to walk and to pleaſe God; ſo ye would 
* abound more and more.*” The lively believer 
is never in this world ſatisfied with his degree of 
ſanctification; but ſtill hungers and thirſts for more 
entire conformity to the image and law of GOD: 
and the zealous miniſter never thinks his beloved peo- 
ple arrived at the ſummit of improvement: but, While 
- he ſays, © I bleſs God, ye abound in love; he alſo 
adds, I pray God you may abound yet more and 
more: - and, * Seeing you have purified your ſouls, 
in obeying the truth, through the Spirit, unto un- 
_ * feigned love of the brethren, —lee that ye love one 
another with a pure heart tervently.3* 


Comparing theſe ſcriptures with our Lord's decla- 
tion, © Every branch in me, that beareth fruit, my 
* Father purgeth, that it may bring forth more fruit,*” 
we may properly advert to a notion very prevalent in 
„ (Ing has „ e e 
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ſome places among profeſſors of the goſpel. - It 

is conſidered by them as a thing of courſe for 
true Chriſtians to * leave their firſt love; young 
converts are —_—— to abound moſt in love; and it is 
expected that they will decline in that reſpect, as they 
advance to maturity in judgment and experience. The 
expreſſion, uſed in conveying theſe ideas, is found but 
once in ſcripture. Nevertheleſs,” ſays Chriſt to 
the Epheſian church, © I have ſomewhat againſt thee ; 
* becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love: remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do thy firſt works; elſe I will come unto thee 


quickly, and I will remove thy candleſtick out of his 


place, except thou repent.*” The ſevere re- 
bußke, the earneſt exhortation, and the ſolemn warn- 
ing of this paſſage, as connected with the com- 
mendation beſtowed on the Epheſians in other re- 
ſpects, do not ſeem calculated to encourage men in 


reducing the before mentioned opinion to practice. 


And it ſhould alſo be obſerved that the ſtony ground 
hearers loſt their lively affections, and their religion 
along with them, © becauſe they had no root in them- 
* ſelves.” | „ n 

Surely nothing can be more abſurd, than to ſuppoſe 
that a Chriſtian, when growing in grace, can decline 
in that very thing, in which grace principally conſiſts! 


and love is evidently the greateſt of all Chriſtian 


graces.* Such a ſentiment is moſt pernicious in 
its tendency and effects: it gives encouragement to 
hypocrites, who diſgrace the profeſſion of the goſpel ; 
afliſts many in deceiving themſelves ; and induces un- 
ſtable and injudicious behevers indolently to yield to 
had as a matter of courſe, and even an evi- 
dence of ſpiritual proficiency, when they ought to be 
watching and praying againſt it, and greatly alarmed 
and humbled on the leaſt conſciouſneſs of its growing 
upon them, from a convittion of its being one of the 
maoſt deteſtable and aggravated proofs of human depra- 
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vity.—By this ſtratagem, Satan hath ſucceeded, during 
a lukewarm age, in eſtabliſhing a falſe teſt and ſtand- 
ard of maturity in experience and the life of faith; and 
hath managed in ox 4 uence to render it true in fact. 
that is, profeſſors of the goſpel do generally thus de- 
cline. Thus the ſentiment becomes ſpecious, by an 
appeal to obſervation and experience for the truth of 
it; and he, who ventures to ſay, my brethren, theſe 
** things ought not ſo to be, is thought to condemn the 
generation of God's children. - F 
But what faith Chriſt to the Laodiceans ? ** Becauſe 
* thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, 1 
will ſpue thee out of my mouth.*” —This ſtrange 
opinion ſtands, not only unſupported by ſcripture, 
but in direct oppoſition to it: the queſtion is not 
how things are but how they ought to be? The 
owing Chriſttan indeed experiences ſeaſons of com- 
parative coldneſs and negligence, for which he is very 
deeply humbled : but upon the whole the vigour of 
his love is continually increaſing, and he maniteſts 
this to be the caſe in his whole condutt. To pray 
that our love may abound yet more and more; or, 
that we may grow in grace, and make progreſs in 
experimental religion, amounts nearly to the fame _ 
thing; at leaſt there is an inſeparable connection be. 
tween the two petitions, and they reciprocally imply 
each other. —We ſhall, however, in ſome meaſure, 
diſcover by what means, the preceding moſt deteſtable 
Tentiment has inſinuated itſelf among pious, humble 
Chriſtians, whilſt we proceed to conſider the next 
clauſe of the Apoſtle's prayer. On 
II. Not ſatisfied with deſiring that their © love 
* might abound yet more and more. he ſ{ubjoined 
theſe words, © in knowledge and in all judgment :” 
and they ſuggeſt to us a ſecond particular, in which 
owth of grace very greatly conſiſts. There may be 
very high aſfections about religion, without the com- 
munication of holy principles: ſurpriſe at extraordi- 
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nary and unexpected events; ſanguine hopes of ad 
vantages, which appear very great and glorious; ſud- 
den tranſitions from adverſity to proſperity, from 
ſorrow to joy, or from pain to pleaſure; and every 
circumſtance which excites ſelf. complacency or ſtrong 
confidence, will involve or occaſion a great flow of 
vehement affections, in the concerns of religion as 
well as in thoſe of this life. Thus the Iſraelites on the 
banks of-the red ſea, beholding their formidable ene. 
mies dead on the ſhore, and amazed at their own moſt 
extraordinary deliverance, * believed the word of the 
Lord and ſang his praiſe:“ but this apparently 
good frame, ina vaſt majority of them, continued no 
longer than till their inclinations were thwarted ; and 
they ſoon forgat the works of God, and would not 
« abide his counſel.” Theſe affections are not of a 
permanent nature; and, if a man poſſeſs nothing bet. 
ter, © he has no root in himſelf, and in time of temp. 
« tation will fall away.” „„ 1 


The new convert indeed experiences and manifeſts 
a ſimilar flow of affections. The Lord, in making a 
_ Chriſtian, does not deſtroy the original conſtitution of 
the. human ſoul; and the natural paſſions are uſetul in 


the infancy of divine life to produce a proper degree 


bol earneſtneſs and diligence. But with them there 
exiſts a ſpark of heavenly love, which gathers ſtrength 

whilſt they are weakened, and glows more vigorouſly 

under their almoſt expiring aſhes. —As this principle 


acquires energy and aſcendency, it ſuffices to produce 


activity, and thus to ſubordinate and regulate all in- 
ferior affections: then every kind of earneſtneſs, 
which did not ſpring from knowledge, and was not 
exerciſed in judgment and diſcretion, becomes un- 
neceſſary and may abate without any detriment. 


All Aoly affections ſpring from divine illumination, 
and increaſe with the advancement of ipiritual know. 
lledge and genuine experience. In proportion as the 
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Chriſtian is enabled to diſcern more clearly and dif. 
tinctly the nature and excellency of heavenly things; 
and as he experiences more fully the pleaſure they 
are capable of affording; the more will he love and 
delight in them. The reaſons which induce him to 
love the Lord, and his truths, precepts, and people, are 
erceived with increaſing evidence; his thirſt after 
Er in the favour of God, his ſupreme valua- 
tion of redemption and ſalvation in Chriſt, his gratitude 
to Him and zeal for his glory, with attachment to 
his cauſe, and devotedneſs to his ſervice, appear more 
and more reaſonable, in proportion as his mind is truly 
_ enlightened by the influences of the Holy Spirit. —He 
alſo better underſtands, why * he who loves God 
* ſhould love his brother alſo; and why he ought to 
copy the forbearance, compaſſion, and mercy, of which 
his redeeming Lord hath given him an example. —As 
his views enlarge he learns to pay leſs regard to the 


*  Rtrong emotions of the animal ſpirits, which produce 


to habitual 


very pleaſing but tranſient ſenſations, than to that 
ſteady and powerful affection, which influences a man 
fel f-denying obedience ; and which connects 
With diſintereſted endeavours to © do good to all men, 
*« eſpecially to them who are of the houſhold of faith; 
and he accuſtoms himſelf to judge of the ſincerity and 
degree of his love, not by certain fluctuations in his 
feelings, but by its energy, in prevailing on him to re- 
nounce, venture, and endure every thing, in promoting 
the glory of God and the good of his redeemed 
people. For this is the love of God, that we keep 


his commandments : and his commandments are not 


e grievous.” Thus the Chriſtian may actually abound 
more and more in love, as connected with knowledge, 
when ignorant and ſelfiſh paſſions have ſubſided : the 
tumult of his feelings may be greatly abated, when the 
energy of pure and heavenly love 1s proportionably 
_ Increaſed: and, as impetuous affections and vehement 
zeal, accompanied with pride and anger, become leſs 
and leſs apparent, he may manifeſt far more of that love, 
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which - ſuffers long and is kind, which envieth 1 not, 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puſſed up, doth not behave 
« itſelf unſeemly, feeketh not its own, 1s not eaſily | 
_ © provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in ini- 
6 quity, but rejoiceth i in the tra: which beareth all 
_ « things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, and 
= endureth all things.” In ſhort, that love, which 1s 
ſhown © in deed and in truth,” may abound exceed- 
ingly, when heavenly wiſdom and deep humility have 
made the Chriſtian aſhamed of thoſe oftentatious ap- 
pearances of love, which conſiſt principally © in 
„word and in tongue,” in high proteſiions, noiſy 
diſputings, and e proteſtations. 2 


This will appear more evidently, by conſidering 
: the other expreſhon employed by the Apoſtle on this 
occaſion.—“ in all judgment.” The word is taken 
from the bodily ſenſes, and may in ſome degree co- 
incide with the ſpiritual perception before deſcribed; 

but it implies alſo promptitude and exactneſs of dil. 


cernment, as acquired by 7 knowledge and 


experience, and it is peculiarl Y applicable to thoſe per- 
_ ſons, © who, by realon of ule, (0 or habit,) have their 
8 ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern good and evil. . We may, 
therefore take the word in the common meaning, for 
the mental perception, when it diſtinguiſhes objects, 
as the ear tries ſounds, and as the mouth tries 
meats; and this habit of judging accurately and 
promptly, concerning thoſe matters with which we 
are converſant, is peculiarly uſeful, in every ** of 
our conduct. 


That zeal hich. ſprings from 8 affection, 
without proportionable knowledge and judgment, ge- 
nerally waſtes its vigour about things frivolous, worth- 
leſs, or injurious : it is tarniſhed with arrogance, bit- 
| en and cenſoriouſnels: it renders men inatten- 
| tive to the duties of their ſtations and relations 1 in lite, 
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and regardleſs of propriety and decorum: it influences 
them to attempt things impratticable or romantic, by 
raſh and unwarrantable means; and it hurries them into 
ſuch tempers and actions, as needleſsly increaſe the 
: = woe of mankind againſt the goſpel and its pro- 
ellors. But when the heart is upright, and a man is 
favoured with ſound inſtruction and prudent counſel, 
even his miſtakes will abate his confidence and preci- 
Pitation, and reiterated diſappointments will render him 
more cautious and conſiderate. In proportion as he 
grows in grace, he will learn humility and ſimplicity 
of dependence on the Lord, and diſcover the duties 
ok his ſtation : he will alſo become capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing between thoſe things, which may be at- 
tempted with a reaſonable proſpett of ſucceſs, and 
fuch as, however deſirable, cannot prudently be un- 

dertaken: and he will watch and wait for the openings 
of providence; ſenſible that it is highly important to 
_ confine himſelf to ſcriptural and warrantable means, 
in all his endeavours to bring others over to his ſen- 
timents. The raſhneſs, oſtentation, and forwardneſs 
of his diſpoſition being thus abated, the exerciſe of 
his love will be leſs obſervable to mankind in general, 
even when the vigour of it is exceedingly increaſed, and 

the effects more beneficial and permanent than before. 
The wiſdom, that is from above, is firſt pure, then 
* peaceable; gentle and eaſy to be intreated; full of 
* mercy and good fruits; without pattiality, and without 
* hypocriſy: and the fruit of righteouſneſs is fown in 
peace of them that make peace. The man there- 
fore, who is directed by this wiſdom, will not be fo 
eager to engage in violent diſputes about doErines as 
formerly: but he will be far more careful to under- 
ſtand and attend to the ſeveral duties of his ſtation; 
ſubmiſſively to honour his ſuperiors and ſeniors, and 
obey thoſe that are placed over him in all things law 
ful; to win them by the ſilent preaching of a bleme- 
Tels life, by a meek and quiet ſpirit, by ſincerity and 


1 Jam, ili. 13— 18. 
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integrity in word and deed, and by a perſevering en- 
deavour to render all connected with him eaſy and 
happy. His love will vent itſelf more in fervent 
prayers for others, which is a ſecret, but moſt effectual 


way of uſefulneſs: he will improve his influence in 


his circle to ſome good purpoſes, and be daily in- 
_ creaſing it by conſiſtency and conſcientiouſneſs; he 
will peaceably occupy with his talent, as he hath op- 
portunity; and when more favourable occaſions are 
preſented he will gladly embrace tem. 


It is not ſufficient that we are ſure the ſervice in 
which we are about to engage is a good work; we 
mould alſo be ſatisfied that it is the ſervice, to which 
the Lord hath called us; and this frequently cannot _ 
be determined without much knowledge and ſound - 
judgment. In a great houſe there are many ſervants, 
and it is not enough that they are all employed about 
their maſter's work: for, unleſs every one knows and 
_ performs the duty of his proper place, confuſion and 
_ diſturbance will be inevitable; many things will be 

left undone, and almoſt every thing done amiſs.— 
+ The Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, 
Who left his houſe, and gave authority to his ſer- 
% vants, and to every man his work:“ and, when 
every one peaceably, intelligently, and diligent] 
ml bs 1 the — of the 3 x4 
well as thoſe of the family, are managed reſpettably 
and advantageouſly. True wiſdom, therefore, conſiſts 
very much in a man's underſtanding the duties of his 
ſtation, and performing them in a quiet and exem- 
plary manner: and love abounds to the beſt purpoſe, 
when it is exerciſed “ in knowledge and in all judg- 
ment.“ The Apoſtle, therefore, ceaſed not to pray 


; a 2 1] - 
edge of God. He exhorted the Epheſians to 
* walk circumſpettly, not as fools but as wiſe ;—and 
+ underſtanding what the will of the Lord ig. And 
he thus counſelled the Corinthians, Be not children 
in underſtanding; howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in underſtanding be ye men.? = 


. Moreover a defect in judgment, while love is very 
| fervent, often produces a diſproportionate zeal and 
earneſtnels : ſo that attention to one part of a man's 
duty ſwallows up, as it were, all due regard to others. 
Thus, love to public ordinances, or Chriſtian conver- 
ſation, frequently miſleads profeſſors to neglect their 
families and neceſſary worldly buſineſs, or to be in- 
_ attentive to relative duties; and this brings reproach 
on the word of God. Social religion alſo 5 5 in- 
terferes with the exerciſes of the cloſet, and prevents 
groutli in grace, which cannot be expected without 
much ſecret ſelf- examination, recollection, medita- 
tion, and prayer. In like manner one holy diſpoſition 
-entrenches on another: boldneſs excludes meekneſs 
and prudence, or meekneſs and prudence degenerate 
into timidity; and various exceſles of this kind render 
men's profeſſion of the goſpel rather a miſ- ſhapen mon- 
ſter, than a beautiful well-proportioned figure, as 
Chriſtianity is repreſented in the ſcripture. But the 
increaſe of knowledge and judgment, while holy love 
alſo acquires permanent energy, leads a man to aſſign 
every duty its proper place and order; and to cul- 
tivate every holy diſpoſition in due proportion 
and harmony with other graces. Thus redun- 
_ dancies being retrenched, deficiencies ſupplied, ir- 
regularities corrected, natural propenſities reſtrained, 
and apparently oppoſite graces brought to coaleſce, a 
man's religion polleſies ſymmetry and beauty, and he 
** adoras the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
3 CT | f 5 
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The fervent aſſections of a young convert reſemble 
a fire of thorns, which furioully blazes and crackles, 
but communicates little heat, and is ſpeedily extintt : 
while the intelligent and judicious love of a mature 
Chriſtian may be compared to the ſteady fire made of 
| ſubſtantial fuel, which burns filently, and _— 
produces far greater effetts.—Or, to uſe another illuſ- 
tration :—Suppole an unconverted perſon delivered 
in a moſt ſurpriſing manner, from imminent danger 
by ſhip-wreck; he would Re Ce a Va- 
 riety of conflicting paſſions, and manifeſt very ſtrong 
affections; while his joy and amazement would be 
connected with a kind of natural gratitude to God for 
his prefervation:- but this would produce no abiding” 
change in his diſpoſitions and conduct. Whereas, 
ſhould this man, after ſome years be truly converted, 
he would probably never be able to recover the lively 
_ ſenſations and high affections, which he felt when firſt 
eſcaped from the jaws of death: yet, underſtanding 
more diſtin&tly the nature and value of the mercy 
vouchſafed him, his own extreme unworthinels, the 
imminent danger to which his immortal foul was ex- 
poſed, and the aſtoniſhing love of God in reſcuing 
him from it, that he might at length become his ſal- 
vation; his affections, though leſs tumuituous, would 


be more. rational, and his © gratitude would pro. 


duce a proportionable effect on his future behaviour. 


In fine, lively affections, without knowledge and 
judgment, betray men into enthuſiaſm, deluſion, ab- 
ſurdity, and inexcuſeable practices; which injure 
themſelves, miſlead others, and diſgrace the goſpel :— 
while knowledge and judgment, when ſeparated from 
holy love, puff up the profeſſor, and like a ſtagnating 
pool become uſeleſs or noxious. But the happy union 
of them in the ſame character conſtitutes the higheſt 
excellency that can be found on earth; of which the 
Apoſtle himſelf ſeems to have been the moſt illuſtrious 
inſtance, that hath been found among mere men, from 
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the beginning of the world to the preſent time. I: 
theſe things he followed Chriſt, and prayed tor his 


brethren that they might follow him. Yet he deemed 


not himſelf to have already attained ; but felt the ne- 
ceſſity of © prefling forward, N thoſe things 


* which were behind, and reaching forth to thoſe 


things that were. before.” And as we, moſt aſſur- 


_ edly, are far beneath him in theſe invaluable attain- 
ments, if we would in a compendious manner know 
the nature of growth in grace, we ſhould ſtudy his 

Character and copy his example, according to his ex- 

| hortation to the beloved Philippians.* A 


It may be proper in this place to obſerve, that cer- 


tain perſons, either deſignedly or incautiouſly coun- 


tenancing antinomian tenets, object to the ſentiment, 


that the law of God is the believer's rule of conduct, 
under the pretence, that love renders ſuch a rule 
_ * unneceſſary.” But it ſhould be conſidered that love 


undirected by any rule, cannot be exerciſed * in 


knowledge and in all judgment.“ Love is the firſt 


inciple, or main ſpring, of a believer's conduct; but 
it cannot be alſo the regulator; for nothing requires 


Jo much regulation as the exerciſe of this affection, 

in reſpect of the various objects of it, the proportion 
due to each, and the manner in which it is to be ex- 
preſſed.— The fails, receiving the impulſive energy of 


the wind, put the veſſel in motion; but they would 
only hurry it upon ſome rock or quickſand to its de- 
ſtruction, or at beſt drive it far from its intended 
courſe, were they not managed according to the rules 


of navigation, in connection. with the pilot's attention 
to the helm, and the obſervation made reſpecting the 


progreſs and ſituation of the veſſel. He, therefore, 
who rejetts the holy commandment, as the rule of 


his conduct, under the vain pretence that fervent love 
ſuperſedes all occaſion for ſuch a rule, acts as ab- 


ſurdly as mariners would do, ſhould they crowd all | 
17 5 e 
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the ſail wy could, and diſdain to attend to the helm» 
the compals, or nautical obſervations, becauſe not ne- 
ceſſary to haſten the progreſs of the veſſel Love is 


indeed the fulfilling of the law: but it ſhould be re- | 


membered, that we are required to love God with all 
our underſtanding, as well as with all our heart; 
and this is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
+ mandments.” EF | | 


III. The Apoſtle next prays for his brethren, that 
they might approve things that are excellent;” or 
as it might more literally be rendered, that they 
* might prove things that differ,” and fo learn to 
_ diſtinguiſh between things genuine, and their moſt ſpe- 

cious counterfeits. This indeed is but a further advance- 
ment of the ſame principles and affections, in their 
progreſs towards perfection: yet it may be conſidered 
as another particular of great importance to our growth 
in grace; and may be viewed according to the two 
diſtinct tranſſations which have been given to the 
text, only reverſing the order of them. — 8 


We may firſt make ſome remarks on the exerciſe 
and improvement of the diſtinguiſhing faculty, as an 
eſſential part of our ſpiritual advancement to matu- 
rity. The inherent excellency of ſome things above 
others exiſts previoutly to our diſcernment of it; and 
we have ſeen that the capacity of perceiving this ex- 
cellency, which is the ſource of ſpiritual love for it, 
is the peculiar effect of regeneration: but we may here 
add, that, hike the capacities we receive from nature, 
it may be improved or retarded in its operations: want 
of information or exerciſe may keep it obtuſe and 
feeble; ſuitable inſtructions and habits may render it 
more acute, exact, and vigorous.— Now the Lord is 
pleaſed to work by means, in the kingdom of grace, 
as well as in that of nature: and the children of God 
require, and profit by, education, in the ſame manner 
as our children, Nay, ſpiritual capacities differ in de. 
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yu like natural abilities, with which they have pro. 
bably ſome connection. As, therefore, a man of in- 
terior talents, cultivated by a good education, will in 
many reſpetts poſſeſs advantages over a man of greater 
natural powers, which have been left uncultivated : ſo 
experience proves, that ſomething analogous to this 


takes place among believers. Every regenerate man 
has a meaſure of ſpiritual diſcernment, but the diſpro- 


portion, in which {ome poſſeſs it above others, is im- 
menſely great.— . = 
Next to an upright heart, and a ſpirit of active love, 

nothing ſeems to be of more importance to a conſiſt- 


ent, uſeful, and comfortable life, than this accuracy 


of the diſtinguiſhing faculty; without which, even 
the fervour of ſpiritual love will often be waſted upon 
counterfeits, or exerciſed in uncertainty. * Satan 
*transforms himſelf into an angel of light; and his 
** miniſters are transformed into miniſters of righteoul- 
** neſs.” Even pious men differ widely in their fen- 


timents about many parts of religion: they are often 


very confident in their opinions and eager in defending 
them: thus controverſies are multiplied, and agitated 
with unchriſtian vehemence and pertinacity; and we 
cannot but meet with various ſpecious objettions to 
our views of truth, and manifold difficulties in all we 
read and hear. Hence we may perceive the impor- 
tance of cultivating a readineſs and accuracy of trying 


and diſtinguiſhing ſentiments, pretenſions, and prac- 


tices, according to the maxims and deciſions of God's 
word: but this cannot be done, without a patient in- 
veſtigation of the facred oracles, and a perſevering 
endeavour in habituating ourſelves, © to compare ſp1- 


_ * ritual things with ſpiritual,” and to conſider things 


according to their nature and tendency, or the rela- 
tions and proportions which they bear to one another. 
A conftant and ſimple dependence on the promiſed 


teaching of the Holy Spirit is alſo requiſite, in order 


that we may © henceforth be no more children, toſſed 
Sg «to 
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*to and fro with every wind of doctrine, by the 
« {leight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby 
e they he in wait to deceive.” And that we may be able 
to digeſt without difficulty the © ſtrong meat, which be- 
*« longeth to them, that are of full age, and who, by 
« reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern 
both good and evil.*”? e oy | 


We ought moſt willingly to receive information 
from every one, and to be always learners ; but our 
Lord has forbidden us to“ call any man maſter upon 
earth. We ſhould thankfully uſe the help of others 
to point out objects to us; but we muſt at laſt ſee 
them with our own eyes, or not at all. Every conſti- 
tuent of humility and teachableneſs is compriſed in 


chat man's temper, who examines with candid attention 


ſuch ſentiments, as have any reſpectable claim to his 
notice; who weighs the arguments by which they are 
{upported, comparing them with the ſtandard of ſcrip- 
ture; who earneſtly prays for the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit to aſſiſt him in forming his judgment 
concerning them; and who obſerves the rules of 
modeſty and meekneſs in oppoſing ſuch ſentiments as 
he deems erroneous.— To go further than this would 
render us the diſciples of men; and, however ſpecious 
in appearance, it is generally the offspring of indo- 
lence and want of ſeriouſneſs, it betrays a compara- 

tive diſregard to the importance of divine truth, and 
it forms a convenient excuſe for ſhunning the trouble 
of reflection and patient inveſtigation. 


A comprehenſive acquaintance with Chriſtianity in 
us full extent, in the dependence, ſubordination, har- 
mony, and proportion, which every dottrine bears to 
all the other parts of the ſyſtem; with an accurate 
knowledge of the temper and conduct becoming be- 
lievers in all the relations of life, and the ſituations in 

which they are or may be placed, is an attainment 
1 Eph, iv. 14. Heb, v. 14. 


T7 Ws 
of great importance and difficulty: nor can any 
tolerable proficiency be made in it, without great 
diligence, and perſevering application. of mind for 
a long time; eſpecially as moſt can only ſpare a 
| ſhort portion of every day or week from other duties, 
for ſuch inveſtigations. Yet, without ſome conſider- 
able meaſure of this acquaintance with the , ſubject, 
 -how ſhall a man be able to diſtinguiſh between truth 
and error artfully diſguiſed? Between good and 
evil ſhecioufly propoſed? Between genuine and 
_ counterfeit experience? Between ſolid and plauſible 
arguments and objections? Without a degree of 
accuracy in ſpiritual perception, how can the believer 
ſeparate the precious from the vile, when Satan, by 
means of falſe teachers, or by partially miſleading 
pious men, mingles the poiſon of falſe dottrine with 
the wholeſome food of divine truth? How ſhall he 
draw the water of life pure and wholeſome, when im- 
menſe pains are taken to corrupt the wells of ſalva- 
tion? How eſcape the {ſnares of the enemy, who 
ſeldom tempts pious perſons to groſs crimes, but ſe- 
duces them by the appearance of good? How avoid 
the extremes, into which he never fails attempting to 
drive the friends of truth; or avoid being trighted 
from thoſe things, which are excellent, by hard names? 
Without this, how can we be enabled to withſtand 
and oppoſe the prevailing hereſies of the times; or 
maintain our ground againſt the demands of human 
authority, or the clamours of a deluded multitude ? _ 
In ſhort, how can we reaſonably hope to ſteer. our 
courſe, through the ſhoals, rocks, and whirlpools, that 
_ abound in this perilous ocean, without ſuffering great 


loſs, though we ſhould be marvelloully preſerved from 


ſhipwreck? Or how ſhall we ſhun one danger with- 
out riſking another perhaps more formidable? 


| It is indeed evident to every obſerving perſon, that 
the want of this accuracy and promptitude in diſtin- 
guiſhing things that differ, expoles many perſons to 


0 . . 

be ſeduced into various errors both in dottrine and 
practice, and renders their conduct unſtable and their 
charatters inconſiſtent. Such things may not form 

any impeachment of a man's ſincerity : but they 
render him very uncomfortable to himſelf and to his 
friends ; they weaken his influence and prevent his 
uſefulneſs; they lead him to ſanction error by his ex- 

_ ample, and, as it were, to give bad bills a currency by 
indorſing or accepting them; and they often bring a re- 
proach on the goſpel itſelf. On the other hand, the 
man, Who, by patient inveſtigation in dependence on 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, has formed an habit, 
and acquired a facility in, proving all things and 


holding faſt that which is good, will proceed with 


ſteadineſs and conſiſtency through the various circum- 
ſtances which occur in this changing world: he will 
be prepared to maintain the credit of his profeſſion, 
and the tranquillity of his mind, in trying times: he 
will know how to attend with firmneſs to his own 
duties, even amidſt perſecutions, without incurring 
the diſgrace or diſtreſs of ſuffering as an evil-doer, 
or as a buſy-body in other men's matters. He will 
learn either to ſuſpend his opinion, or decidedly to ex- 
preſs his diſapprobation, when novel ſentiments or 
_ confident pretenſions attract the public notice: for 

theſe commonly prove like glaring meteors ; they ſuc- 
ceed one another at certain intervals, and then fall into 
contempt and oblivion; though tor the time they too 
generally meet with encouragement from many pro- 


feſſors of religion, to the diſgrace of the cauſe, and 85 


the great loſs of thoſe who turn alide alter them. 


The clauſe under conſideration, however, may be 
conſidered according to the common tranſlation of it; 
that ye may approve things that are excellent.“ This 
has indeed been in a great meaſure anticipated, in the 

obſervations made on the increaſe of holy love: yet 

it may not be improper to ſubjoin ſome thoughts in 
this place, on . of things een 
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and abhorrence of things that are evil; without which 
the moſt exact outward regularity of conduct is a mere 
form of godlineſs, or a pagan virtue.—* Hate the 
evil, and love the good, was the Lord's exhortation 
to Ifrael: © abhor that which is evil, cleave to that 

* which is good,“ is the apoſtolical meſſage to Chriſ 

tians.* This the ſpiritual law requires, and the 
nature of true repentance implies : without this ſtate 
of the heart, {in will, in one form or other, maintain its 
dominion, and ſhortly re-aſſume its aſcendency, not. 
withſtanding terrors of conviction, extacies of devo- 
tion, or raptures of joy; nor can any man without it 
be meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light.“ . | ES | 


However unregenerate perſons may amuſe them. 
| ſelves with harangues on the beauty of virtue, it is 
manifeſt that they do not thus approve things that 


are excellent,” according to the ſcriptural ſtandard 
of excellency : for if they did, they would not ſhow a 
decided averſion to the character of thoſe, whom God 
hath in every age honoured as the excellent of the 
earth; while they not only tolerate, but delight in, and 
laviſh their encomiums on, ſuch perſons and actions 
* as God abhorreth.” Vet it is ſelf- evident, that the 
more a man delights in the good, and hates the evil, 
the nearer he muſt approach to the right frame of mind, 
the greater muſt be his meaſure of conformity to God, 
the better muſt he be prepared for ſerving him, and 
the more completely furniſhed for every good work. 
The abhorrence of evil and the love of holineſs 
muſt proportionably be attended with ſelf- abaſement 
and humiliation for ſin; with ſimplicity of dependence 
on the mercy and grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus; with 
admiring views of his love, and of the preciouſneſs ot 
his ſalvation ; with modeſty, meekneſs, gratitude, pa- 
tience, and contentment ; with watchtuineis againſt 
the evil we hate, diligence in purſuing and n | 
we | -- the 
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the good we love, and delight even in a ſelf-denying 
courſe of obedience : nor could we ever be proud of 
any attainments or performances, if we entirely ab- 
horred the mixture of evil, which an acute ſpiritual 
diſcernment will perceive in all we do. It muſt, 
therefore, be a moſt important part of the Chriſtian's 
growth in grace, to become more and more able readily 
to prove things that differ; to diſtinguiſh accurately 
between genuine excellency and all counterfeits; to 
ſeparate exactly the good from the mixtures of evil 
blended with it; and cordially to love the good and 
to abhor the evil, which is found in characters, actions, 
or diſpoſitions, whether ourſelves or others are con- 
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IV. The next clauſe in this prayer, © that ye may 
be ſincere,“ ſuggeſts to us another particular, in 
wich the believer's growth in grace conſiſts. There 
may be ſincerity without genuine piety: but piety 
Cannot ſubſiſt without ſincerity. . pride, 
cCarnal affections, or other corrupt principles may ſo 

retain a man in ignorance, or pervert his judgment, 
that he may * verily think he ought to do many things 

** contrary to the name of Chriſt; and thus very ſin- 
_ cerely fight againſt God. He cannot indeed be juſtly 
charged with 2x/excerity; but that does not excuſe 
his other crimes. He is not a humble, ſerious, and 
teachable enquirer after the truth, who ſeeks it dili- 
gently and impartially, as diſpoſed to embrace and ad- 
here toit wherever he finds it, or whatever it may 
coſt him. On the confrary he ſhuts his eyes againſt 
_ the light, and ſtrives againſt his own convictions, 
when his prejudices, intereſts, or inclinations are con- 
cerned: and for this cauſe God ſends,” fuch men, 
a ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould believe a he; 
that they might all be damned, who believed not the 
truth, but have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. But 
to be ſincere, in the ſcriptural ſenſe, implies the pro- 
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{eſhon of that religion, which God hath revealed to 


us; and muſt, therefore, differ very widely from ſin- 


cerity in oppoſing his truths, precepts, and ſervants. 
It conſiſts in fincerely reverencing and believing the 
doctrines of the goſpel, embracing the ſalvation of 
Chriſt, and yielding ourſelves to God, as willing to 
be taught and ruled by him; in /encerely ſeeking to 
know the truth; in boldly profeſſing it, and endea- 
vouring to live according to it; and in fencerely re- 
penting of every ſin, renouncing the world, denying 
_ ourſelves, taking up our croſs, and following our 
Lord, in the l obedience of faith and love. 


When he, who ſearcheth the heart, declares the pro- 


feſſor to be a Chriſtian indeed, in whom there is 
no guile;” when his love is without diſſimu- 
lation,“ and he is actually as much diſpoſed to every 


good work, as he deſires to be thought; when he can 


lay, without heſitation or oſtentation, Lord, thou 
* knowelt all things, thou knoweſt that I love thee; 
when he is as . to approve his ſecret conduct to 
God, as to maintain his credit before men, and dreads 
hypocriſy more than human cenſure; when mental 
diſcipline, and the government of his thoughts form a 
part of his daily employment, and Cleanſe the 
* thoughts of my heart by the inſpiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, a part of his ſecret daily prayer; when he is 
not conſcious of. any reſerves in his obedience, in 
tavour of ſome darling paſſion, or againſt ſome ſelf- 
_ denying duty: then a man is indeed a ſeund cha- 
_ ra&ter, and ſhall never be put to ſhame—Let it not, 
however, be ſuppoſed, that a ſtate of perfection is in- 
tended: the very man, of whom theſe things may juſtly 
be ſpoken, feels fin dwelling in him, warring againſt 
him, and mixing with all he does: he often goes 
mourning to the throne of grace, and with ſighs and 
groans laments before God thoſe defects and defile- 
ments, which no human eye witneſſeth, and which 
numbers would ſcarcely conſider as at all repre- 
a—_—_ | „ 
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„ 
But he allows himſelf. in no fin: he deſires w thout 
exception to have all evil diſpoſitions mortified; and 
no more habitually permits envy, malice, pride, ava- 
rice, or luſt, to lodge as a welcome gueſt in his heart, 
than he commuts groſs crimes in his daily conduct. 


With fuck a conſciouſneſs of i integrity in his Chriſ- 
tian profeſſion the Apoſtle was ſupported, under the 
various calumnies and ſuſpicions, to which he was 
ſubjected. Our rejoicing,” ſays he,“ is this, the 
* teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
7 godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wildom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our converſation in the 

„world.!“ This godly fancerity as much differs from 
worldly fincerity, as godly ſorrow does from worldly 
orrow :* It is in ſome degree eſſential to the cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian; but it gathers ſtrength and ac- 
quires a more complete aſcendency, as he grows in 
grace; and with increaſing knowledge, ſenſibility, and 
diſcernment, he perceives many things in his conduct 
and converſation not exactly conſiſtent with it, which 
he carefully endeavours to rettity: for indeed the 
ſame words and actions which once formed no un- 
peachment of his ſincerity in profeſſing the goſpel, 
would prove him a hypocrite, ſhould he perſiſt in 
them, when © more fully inſtrukted in che ways of 


the Lord.“ 


The Apoſtle 1 this ha deemed the Philippians 
ſincere believers: he was © confident that the Lord, 
'* who had begun a good work in them, would per- 
90 form it until the day of Chriſt ;—even as it was 
meet, that he ſhould think this of them all:! but 
he prayed that this holy ſincerity might be perma- 

nently manifeſted, and more exactly regulate all their 
profeſſions and conduct towards God and man; that 
i all their words and actions they might be preſerved 
pure trom every tincture of diſſimulation and hypo- 
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eriſy.— And what believer will refuſe to adopt this 


prayer for himſelf, and for all whoſe growth in grace 


he eſpecially deſires? And who does not ſee, even 


among profeſſors whom it would be very wrong 
wholly to condemn, many grievous mixtures of in— 
ſincerity, real or apparent, the effect of ignorance, 
warm paſſions, ſtrong attachments or prejudices, inat- 
tention, a timid incapacity of giving a direct refuſal, 


or the habit of exciting expectations by kind language 
and ambiguous expreſſions, without any real intention 
of anſwering them ? VCC 


impoſſible. When a man appears devout in the place of 


worſhip, on the Lord's day, or in pious company, but 
acts like a mere worldly man in other circles, and on 
other occaſions ; when his religion falls almoſt wholly 


under human obſervation, and neither enters his cloſet, 


nor influences his conduct in his family, his dealings, or 


the uſe he makes of his time and talents; when he loves 
to diſpute about the truth, but manifeſts no improve 
ment of diſpoſition from his attachment to it; when he 


makes one, almoſt as regularly at the places of diverſion, 
as at thoſe of publick worſhip; or when he is religious 
with reſerves, and only by fits and ſtarts; he exhibits a 
melancholy and affecting fight to every truly pious 
mind. But to this too common charatter we may 
contraſt the profeſſor of the goſpel, who maintains a a 
conſiſtent conduct in all places and companies, under 
the habitual impreſſion of this thought, © Thou, God, 
„ ſeeſt me; who “ is in the tear of the Lord all 

the 


. 
the day long; who condutis his moſt ordinary 
concerns on the higheſt principles; who aims to tulfi 
the duties of every relation * heartily, as to the Lord 
and not unto men;” who ſeeks to have all his em- 
ployments, poſſeſſions, and comforts, © ſanctified by 
„the word of God and prayer;” who ſerves his 
_ Maſter in heaven, when engaged in his ſhop, in 
manual labour as a ſervant, and even in taking need- 
tul recreation; and endeavours to obſerve the Apoſtle's 
direction, Whether ye eat, or whether ye drink, or 
« whateyer ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Re- 
ligion conſtitutes ſuch a man's buſineſs, intereſt, and 
_ pleaſure; and by afhgning to every thing its proper 
place, proportioning his attention to every object ac- 
cording to its value and importance, and arranging his 
lecular concerns in due ſubordination and ſubſerviency 
to the one thing needtul, he renders every part of his 
conduct an act of chearful obedience to the God of his 
ſalvation. It is probable, that no mere man completely 
anſwers this deſcription : but 1t certainly compriſes 
the ſubſtance of various ſcriptural exhortations, and 
accords to the commands and example of our bleſſed 
Lord.— Growth in grace mult, therefore, eſpecially 
conſiſt in a continual approximation to this ſtate of 
mind and tenor of conduct; and the diſparity between 
our actual attainments and this proficiency in religion, 
thould increaſe our earneſtneſs in“ preſſing forward to 
the mark, for the prize of our high calling of God in 
*« Chriſt Jeſus.” 


V. The Apoſtle next adds, © that ye may be with- 
+ out, offence till the day of Chriſt ;* and we may 
from this clauſe deduce another particular, connected 
with the believer's growth in' grace. The day of 


Chriſt, when he ſhall come to judgment, ſhould be 


continually kept in view by all his diſciples; and the 
icripture conſtantly calls our attention to it. Without 
any enquiry into the times and ſeaſons, which the Lord 

hath been pleaſed to conceal, we may certainly know 
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that „the Judge is at the door;” death will ſpeedily 
tranſmit each of us to the tribunal of God; and it we 
be preſerved without offence till death, we ſhall be 
alſo till the day of Chriſt. a __ 

The word tranſlated Vence denotes any thing laid 
in a man's path, over winch he may ſtumble and fall. 
Numbers © ſtumble at the word being diſobedient,” 
and openly reject the goſpel; ſome make a temporary 
_ profeſſion, but by and by they are offended, and in 
time of temptation fall away; and others prove an 
offence to their neighbours, by a conduct inconſiſtent 
with their avowed principles. — Should we ſuppoſe 
that St. Paul meant to intimate to the Philippians, that 
they would do well to diſtruſt themſelves, though he 
had expreſſed a ſtrong confidence reſpetting them, it 
might ſuggeſt an uſetul inſtruction: for the Chriſtian 
who moſt grows in grace will be leaſt diſpoſed to rely 
on the favourable opinion of his brethren; knowing 
that they cannot diſcern the ſecrets of his heart, con- 
ſcious of many inward evils that none ſuſpett, and 
aware that brotherly love induces candour in judging 
others, and ſeverity only towards ourſelves. But the 
new convert, or declining proteflor, is apt to take vaſt 
encouragement from the good opinion of reputable 
profeſſors, or eminent miniſters : and it may ſeriouſly 
be apprehended that many reſt their confidence en- 
tirely on ſuch teſtimonies, and finally deceive them- 
ſelves; becauſe they deem it needleſs to regard the 
warnings of ſcripture, or the remonſtrances of their 
own conſciences, and refuſe to © examine themſelves 
« whether they are in the faith, after having been ap- 
proved by the diſciples and miniſters of Chriſt. 


A man may ſtumble, however, who 1s not finally 
caſt down. Judas alone fatally apoſtatized; but all 
the Apoſtles were offended, when their Lord was de- 
livered into the hands of ſinful men. Many profeſſors 
have ſtumbled, and fallen into grievous crunes, cauſing; 
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others to ſtumble alſo; and yet they have been re- 
newed unto repentance, and finally ſaved. Whatever 
wiſe and holy reaſons the Lord may have, in his un- 
ſearchable counſels, for permitting ſuch things; his 
law, of © loving our neighbour as ourſelves,” is our 
rule of duty: and the believer, who underſtands and 
feels the genuine tendency of his principles, would, 
however aſſured of his own ſalvation, be ready to 
leave the world with groans and tears, on reflecting 
that his miſconduct had emboldened the enemies of 
the Lord to blaſpheme, hardened ſome in impenitency, 
deceived others in an empty profeſſion, expoſed the 
goſpel to profane ridicule and reproach, and over- 
 whelmed the friends of truth with grief and diſcourage- 


e 


Our path through life is interſperſed with ſtum- 
bling- blocks, which Satan hath placed there, by means 
ok infidels, hypocrites, apoſtates, deceivers, and incon- 
ſiſtent profeſſors.— It behoves us, therefore,“ to watch 

* and be ſober;” yet, unleſs the Lord keep us, We 

ſhall watch in vain : fo that while we walk circum- 
ipettly and cautiouſly, we ſhould pray without ceaſing, 
+ Hold thou me up, and I hall be ſafe;“ and, while 


we carefully avoid every occaſion of ſtumbling, we 


bought to ule every precaution not to throw any ſtumb- 


_ ling-blocks in the way of our brethren. For this 
mult be the conſequence, if we imbibe, countenance, | 
or propagate erroneous opinions; if we be drawn in- 
to any glaring indiſcretion or inconſiſtency ; if we 
yield to temptation in an unguarded hour; and even, 
if we do not carefully © avoid every appearance of 


„Evil.“ 


Nothing ſurely 5 be mo re deſirable to an heir of 


ſalvation, than to paſs the time of his ſojourning in 
humble fear and circumſpection; that he may bring 
no reproach on the goſpel while he lives, and leave a 
teſtimony to the excellency of his character in the 
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conſciences of his ſurvivors. Thus a man finally ra- 
tifies every thing he hath ſaid and done to recommend 
the cauſe of Chriſt, during the whole courſe of his 
Profeſſion: “ by well-doing he puts to ſilence the 
ignorance of fooliſh men: © being dead he yet 
_* Tpeaketh,” and the recollettion of his holy conver. 
lation perpetuates, and ſtamps a value on, his prin- 
cCiples, when he can no longer endeavour to diſſemi- 
nate them. —In proportion to the degree of our genu- 
ine love to the Lord and his cauſe, the deſire of thus 
living and dying muſt gain ſtrength; and the conſiſtent 
Chriſtian, in his deliberate judgment, would prefer 
death with credit, to the moſt proſperous life con- 
_ netted with becoming a diſgrace to the goſpel. This 
habitual diſpoſition will render him more vigilant and 
circumſpett, and eſpecially more. fervent in prayer, 
that he may be preſerved . without offence until the 
day of Chriſt.” On the contrary, when profeſſors 
deem it a mark of proficiency, that they are freed from 
all concern about theſe things; when they really grow | 
more lax in their conduct, and regardleſs what im- 
preſſions it may make on others; it is evident that 
they are declining in grace, if not wholly deſtitute of 
divine life, whatever opinion they may form of them- 
ſelves. The primitive churches were troubled with 
perſons of this deſcription, who deemed it a proof of 
their knowledge, and a part of their liberty, to difre- 
gard expediency or propriety in uſing their privi- 
leges; and to pleaſe themſelves, whatever might be 
the conſequence. Thus they became an offence to 
their weak brethren, not walking charitably towards 
them. The Apoſtle, therefore exhorted them to 
„follow thoſe things which make for peace, and by 
which one may edify another:“ he declared, that 
if meat made his brother to offend, he would eat no 
fleſh while the world ſtood, leſt he ſhould make his 
brother to offend:“ and he added, Be ye followers 
of me, even as I am of Chriſt.” But who can 
doubt, that Paul was more advanced in grace, _ | 
e | | | the 
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the Chriſttans to whom he wrote? He was far more 
conformed to the mind that was in Chriſt, delivefèd 
from carnal ſelf-love, inſpired with zeal for the glory 
of God, filled with love to his brethren, and defirons 
of the ſalvation of ſinners, than they were. Hence we 
may indiſputably conclude, that growth in grace con- 
ſiſts greatly in an increaſing circumſpettion reſpecting 
our conduct, that we may avoid every cauſe of offence 
laid in our way, and not prove an occaſion of ſtumb- 
ling to others. And as our Lord has declared that 
eit is better for a man, that a mill-ſtone ſhould be 
hanged about his neck, and that he ſhould be drowned 
in the depths of the fea, than that he ſhonld oFend 
one of the little ones who believe in hm,” ho 
greatly ought we to dread ſuch mifcondutt, “as may 
« prejudice numbers againſt the truth, and prove an 
*© gccaſior of their eternal ruin?” It is to be feared, 
that few of us are wholly guiltleſs in this reſpect; and 
probably we ſhall find, on accurate felf-examination, 
more cauſe for deep humiliation that we ſuſpett. 


But it would exceed the bounds aſſigned to this 
treatiſe, ſhould the ſubject of offences be conſidered _ 
in a manner ſuitable to its importance: and indeed as 
another occaſion will offer of reſuming it. Yet, be- 
fore we proceed further, it may be proper to call the 
reader's attention to that ſource of /candals, which our 
Lord hath eſpecially ſelected, namely, dr/cords and 
contentions among his diſciples. Bitter controverſies. 
among profeſſors of the goſpel ; mutual accuſations, if 
not invectives and flanders; appeals to the world n 
print of one party againſt another; and many other 
effects of pride, ſelfiſhneſs, and reſentment, too com- 
mon at this day, are not only deviations from the rules 
our Lord hath preſcribed in this cafe, but diametrically 
oppoſite to them; and conſtitute offences of the moſt . 
pernicious and lamentable kind. But growth in grace 
proportionably deſtroys the root of this bitternels ; 
? Matt. xvin. ; | 
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and renders men cautious not to diſgrace the common 
' @uſe, by an eagerneſs to vindicate their own cha. 
raters, ſecure their own intereſts, or expoſe the crimes 
of their opponents. It renders them averſe to con- 
troverſy when it can be avoided ; and when con- 
ſtrained to contend for the truth, it dictates candour, 
. meekneſs, modeſty, and benevolence, mortifies the 
deſire of victory and applauſe, and inſpires zeal for 
the honour of God and the ſalvation of fouls. It is, 
therefore, evident, that this is one important part of 
growth in grace, though it be {ſeldom duly valued and 
no Er Or Ca Te ES | 
VI. The Apoſtle concludes with theſe words, © That 
ye may be filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
which are by Jeſus Chrift, to the praiſe and glory 
of God:“ and this evidently compriſes another par. 
_ ticular of great importance in this enquiry. The care, 
_ expence, and labour of planting, grafting, pruning, 
and tending the tree, have reſpett to the Fruit expected 
from it; without which no man would be ſatisfied 
with its ſtately growth, redundant foliage, or beautiful 
bloſſoms. The whole plan of redemption, the humi- 
lation and ſufferings of the divine Saviour, the inſpi- 
ration of the holy ſcriptures, the preached goſpel, and 
the inſtituted ordinances, are entirely deligned to ren- 
der men fruittul in good works; and if this end be 
not anſwered in thoſe who protels the goſpel, the 
whole as to them has hitherto been ineffectual. What 
could I have done more to my vineyard that I have 
not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it ſhould 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes.“ 
Even the work of the Holy Spirit, in regenerating, il- 
luminating, convincing, and comforting the ſoul, is 
entirely ſubſervient to the Lord's deſign of rendering 
it holy and fruitful: nor is any knowledge, experience, 
faith, joy, or confidence genuine, which is not con- 
- netted with fruitfulneſs, or produttive of it. Every 
. * tree, that bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down 
and caſt into the fire.“ | : OS: 
Whatever 
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Whatever part of a believer's conduct tends to make 
known the glorious perfections and works of God, 
and to promote the credit of the goſpel, the converſion 
of ſinners, and the peace or purity of the church; 
whatever may diminiſh the ſum total of ignorance, 
error, vice, and miſery in the world, or increaſe that 
of true knowledge, wiſdom, holineſs, and felicity; in 
ſhort whatever does real good to mankind, in their 
temporal or ſpiritual concerns, is good fruit: all elſe 
ſhould be counted but as leaves and bloſſoms. An up- 
right, faithful, blameleſs, benevolent, peaceable, forgiv- 
ing, pure, and holy converſation: a cheartul, thankful, 
reſigned, and patient ſpirit; a reverential, and ſtated 
attendance on the ordinances of publick and family 
worſhip; a conſcientious regard to the will of God, 
in our dealings with men, and in our behaviour towards 
all who are in any way related to us, even when they 
neglect their reciprocal duties; and an habitual mode. 
ration, in all the purſuits, intereſts, and pleaſures of 
life, have a manifeſt tendency thus to adorn our pro- 
feſſion and benefit mankind. To theſe we may add a 
faithful improvement of the talents committed to our 
ſtewardſhip ; whatever meaſure of authority, influence, 
abilities, learning, or riches, may be aſſigned to us by 
our common Maſter: for wich ſuch talents we may do 
proportionable good; provided we be influenced by 
evangelical principles, avail ourſelves of advantages 
and opportunities, and aſk wiſdom of God to dirett us 
in our endeavours. All thoſe liberal acts of piety and 
charity, which Chriſtians perform with that portion of 
their time, attention, or property, that others waſte 
or abuſe, are fruits of righteouſneſs, acceptable to God 
through Jeſus Chriſt. And when we connect with 
theſe things, an holy boldneſs in profeſhing the truth, 
and conſtancy, chearfulneſs, and meeknels in ſuffering 
for it; we have the general out-lines of Chriſtian fruit- 
fulneſs. | 55% hers We, 


The good ground brought forth fruit, ſome thirty, 
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* ſome ſixty, and ſome an hundred fold.” All believers . 


are in ſome meaſure fruitful, When their principles 


have had time to produce the proper effect: but the 


Apoſtle * for his beloved people, that they 


++ might be filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs. He 


earneſtly deſired, that they might produce all the fruits 


of the Spirit,” in a degree fully adequate to their abi- 


lities and opportunities; that none of their talents 
might be buried or miſemployed, nor any thing neg- 
lected, or left unattempted, by which they might glo- 

rity God and do good to men. We cannot think 


ourſelves perfect 27 ths life, without being juſtly 


chargeable with pride ; nor can we neglett to pray for 
perfection and follow after it, without criminal neg- 


ligence, and toleration of fin in our hearts and lives. 


55 Profeſſors of the goſpel too often reſemble thoſe 


trees, which muſt be very carefully examined, before 


it can be determined, whether they bear any fruit or 
no. But the Apoſtle could not be ſatisfied with ſuch 
ambiguous characters; he wiſhed to ſee his people, 
like ſuch fruit-trees as attract the notice and admira. 


tion of every traveller, while at one glance he ſees all 
the branches loaded with the valuable produce.—It 
muſt then be manifeſt that the increaſe of fruitfulneſs 
is one eſſential branch of the believer's growth in 


grace; nay indeed, that all the other particulars are 


principally important becauſe of their ſubſerviency to 


this grand object. This might be more copiouſſy 


proved and illuſtrated, but it ſeems too obvious to 


require it. Our Lord declares, he had © choſen and | 
_* ordained his Apoſtles, that they ſhould bring torth 


fruit, and that their fruit ſhould remain :” and who- | 
ever duly conſiders the inſtruction conveyed by the 


_ parable of the vine and the branches, will be ready to 


conclude, that no man is a living branch of that true 


Vine, who does not bring forth more and more fruit, 
during his continuance in this world; and will at leaſt 


3 determine, 
. Gal. v. 22; 23. 
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dletermine, that when the reverſe takes place, the pro- 
feſſor's ſtate and character become proportionably am- 
biguous. | TY Te a | 


Me have now followed the Apoſtle through the ſe. 
veral petitions of this important prayer; intending to 
reſerve the concluding words to be conſidered in the 
application of the ſubjett. We ſhall therefore here 
_ cloſe this diviſion of the treatiſe with the wards of the 
Apoſtle to the ſame Philippians: © Finally brethren, 
w whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
_ * honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever _ 
things are of good report, —if there be any virtue, if 
** there be any praiſe, think of theſe things. Thoſe 
things, which ye have both learned, and received, 
and heard, and ſeen in me, do, and the God of peace 
« all be with enn. Ts 


SECTION II. 


Containing ſome additional obſervations on the na- 
ture and effects of growth in grace, as deducible 
from other ſcriptures. ET: 


y y HI LE we attempt to inculeate thoſe prac- 
tical ſubjects, which have been enlarged on in the pre- 
ceqding part of this treatiſe, it may perhaps be feared, 
leſt we ſhould draw men from the ſimplicity of de- 

pendence on free grace, by faith in the righteouſneſs 

and atonement of the divine Saviour. On this account, 
therefore, as well as for other reaſons, it may be ex- 
pedient to ſubjoin a few more particulars, in which 
growth in grace conſiſts, and by which it may be aſ- 
cCertained both in reſpett of it's reality and degree. 


. I, Genuine 
1 Phil, iv. 8, 9. 5 
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I. Genuine growth in grace is always accompanied 
with proportionable humiliation, and the habitual ex- 

erciſe of repentance. This hath indeed been implied 
and intimated in every part of our progreſs: but it is 
a matter of that importance, and creates ſuch difficulty 
to many perſons, that a more explicit conſideration of 
it ſeems neceſſary.” True grace conſiſts in illumina- 
tion, ſenſibility, ſubmiſſion, and ſpirituality ; and, as 
_ theſe increaſe by progreſſive ſanctification, deeper hu- 
miliation muſt be produced. Clearer and more diſtinct 
views of the divine majeſty and greatneſs muſt pro- 
portionably abate our ſelt-1mportance, and render us 
little, and, as it were, nothing in our own eyes; Fuller 
diſcoveries of the holineſs, juſtice, mercy, and truth 
of God, and of the glory and beauty of his harmomious 
perfections as diſplayed in the perſon of Chriſt, muſt 
how us more and more the intrinſic. evil of fin, and 
the heinouſneſs of our own tranſgreſſions : and the ſame 
defects or defilements muſt give us proportionably 

greater uneaſineſs, than they dic when we had leſs {en- 

ſibility and ſpirituality, Thus, felt-abhorrence, on ac- 
count of preſent ſinfulneſs, muſt increaſe with our 
growth in holineſs. The habit alſo of comparing every, 
art of our temper and conduct with the perfect Jaw 
of God and the example of Chriſt, inſtead of judging 
ourſelves by other rules, tends to bring us more ac- 
quainted with the hidden evils of our hearts, and the 
tins of our lives which once were unnoticed, and even 
unſ{uſpetted ; as well as to ſhow the imperfection of 
our duties. That intimate communion with God, 
wiuchaccompames growth in grace, muſt make us more 
ſenſible of our ſinfulneſs; and even the company ot 
the moſt pious Chriſtians tends to abate our ſelf- con- 
fdence, to cover us with ſhame, and to excite us to 
renewed exerciſes of deep repentance, from the cen- 
ſciouſneſs t hat we fall far beneath them in many parts 
ol our char acter and behaviour, Every diſcovery of 
the glory of redemption by the croſs of Chriſt, and of 
the immen ſity of our general and particular cblig :- 
| TY tions 
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tions to his love, tend to make us diſſatisfied with our 
preſent meaſure of devoted obedience, and to humble 
us under the conſciouſneſs of multiplied inſtances of 
ingratitude to our Benefactor. So that, while there is 
any alloy of fin in the heart of a regenerate perſon, 
his ſelf-abhorrence and humiliation before God for it 
muſt bear proportion to the degree of his actual pro- 
ficiency in holingfs No proof that a ſinner is become 
pure in heart is ſo unequivocal, as his groans and 
tears on account of his remaining pollution, while it 
appears leſs and leſs in his external conduct: yet this 
often occaſions dejection, when not attended with a 
clear underſtanding of that ſanctifying work, by which 
the Holy Spirit ſeals believers to the day of redemp- 
tion; and would always produce this effect, were it 
not for the diſcoveries made to the ſoul of the entire 
freeneſs and inexhauſtible riches of divine grace, to 
all that flee for refuge to the hope ſet before them.— 
Thus, when holy Paul abounded in grace, and was 
kruitful in good works, probably above any man on 
earth, he was more humbled before God than others; 
not only for his former rebellions as * the chief of 
ſinners, but alſo in reſpect of his preſent diſpo- 
ſition and ſervices, he ſpake of himſelf as © leſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints.” —Nor is it neceſſary to refer 
to the well known examples ot Job, Iſaiah, Daniel, 
or the centurion whom our Lord commended: their 
actual attainments and unaffected humility are well 
known to all who diligently conſider the ſubject. 


This increaſe of humility never fails to produce a 
proportionable diſpoſition to condeſcenſion, courteouſ- 
neſs, and modeſty; a willingnels to take the loweſt . 
place, * m honour preterring others to ourſelves ;'* | 
and a fatisfattion of mind in obſcure ſtations, or with 
ordinary ſervices, if they be allotted to us. The be- 
hever gradually acquires ſuch a view of himſelf and 

his ee during a ſucceſſion of years, that he 
* remembers and is confounded, and never opens his 
Eh „mouth 
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mouth any more for his ſhame, when the Lord is pa- 
cified to him for all that he hath done. This cures 
him of his propenſity to boaſt, revile, cenſure, and 
complain; and produces lowlineſs, meekneſs, can- 
dour, reſignation, contentment, and gratitude, in the 
habitual frame of his temper and tenor of his conduct. 
If then any perſon's ſuppoſed growth, in other re- 
ſpects, be accompanied with evident pride, ambition, 
oſtentation, contention, arrogance, boaſting, and bit- 
terneſs; we muſt conclude his apparent graces to be 
counterfeits, and not the real fruits of the Spirit: for 
this wiſdom is not from above, but is earthly, ſen- 
_ ** ſual, and devilith.” Indeed unleſs ſuch proficiency 
be accompanied with-an evident increaſe in tendernels, 
modeſty, and gentleneſs; with a readineſs to ſubmit 
to convittion and to be very ſorry for every fault, 
and with a diſpoſition to be more and more reſigned 
under contempt and neglect ; a man's growth in grace 
Cannot be clearly aſcertained. * Be ye clothed with 
< humility,” is an exhortation to the moſt arduous at- 
tempt and the moſt exalted attainment, to which man 
is capable of aſpiring. Pride is the moſt offenſive to 
God of all ſins: a proud holineſs is therefore ſelf. con- 
tradictory; for no grace can ſubſiſt except by con- 
nection with humility ; and the idea, that exhortations 
to Chriſtian tempers and evangelical fruitfulneſs tend 
to render men proud, ariſes from an entire miſappre- 
henſion concerning the very nature of that“ holinels, 
without which no man {hall ſce the Lord.” | 


It is indeed true, that the exerciſe of grace, or dili- 
gence in duty, may prove an occaſion of pride to a be- 
liever; and ſo may the knowledge of evangelical 
truth, or even the exerciſe of ſelf-abaſement and con- 
trition in any remarkable degree. But then true grace 
cContinually counteratts theſe emotions; and the root 
of pride is gradually weakened even by means of theſe 
rank but unallowed buddings; as © Hezekiah was hum- 
L Eze k, xvi. 63. | 
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* bled for the pride of his heart.” The vigorous ex- 
erciſe, therefore, of holy affections muſt eventually 
roduce deep humiliation: whereas gifts, high and 
talſe affections, liteleſs notions, oftentatious ſervices, 

and an unholy zeal for ev angelical truth, not only 
allow the branches of pride to ſhoot forth luxuriantly, 
but water and vori th the root of that hate ful at 
penlity, | 


It: The increafe of faith, in all it's varied exerciſes, 
is an eſſential part of growth in grace, and inſeparably 
connected with all the reſt. This has hitherto been 
taken for granted: but it may be uſeful to give the 
ſubjett a more particular conſideration. If we define 
faith to be © belief of the truth, or * a diſpoſition to 
* credit implicitly the teſtimony of God in his word ;? 
ve may ealily perceive that all true religion begins and 
increaſes with it. Unleſs we thus believe the teſtimony 
of God, we can neither fear his wrath, * as revealed 
from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteoul. 
* neſs of men;” nor regard his warnings, nor un- 
derſtand the nature and value of his ſalvation ;—we 
can neither accept of his invitations, rely on his 
promiſes, give up preſent objects: for better things in 
reverſion, nor render the willing obedience of grate- 
tul love. It is impoſſible therefore to be ſaved without 
faith; becauſe we ſhall certainly neglett the great ſal- 
. revealed in [cripture, it we do not believe the 
record of God concerning it.—lt is alſo manifeſt, that 
the more fully we are acquainted with revealed truths, 
and the more firmly we believe them, without vain 
reaſonings or ſceptical heſitations; and the more en- 
tirely we realize to our minds the aweful and affecting 
ſcenes thus preſented. to our view; the greater degree 
of every holy affection, the more decided victory over 
the love of the world and the dread of the croſs, the 
deeper compaſſion for periſhing ſinners, and the firmer 
attachment to the cauſe and people of God, will be 
produced. Faith at firſt works principally by lea 
£3 
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and hope, and afterwards by love: the increaſe of Laith 
therefore muſt increaſe the energy of theſe active prin. 
ciples, and of every affettion dependent on them. 


On the other hand, growth in grace ſtrengthens 
faith, and habituates the ſoul to a realizing contem. 
plation of inviſible objects, to a deep ſenſe of their 
importance and of our intimate concern in them, and 
to a decided preference of eternal things above all the 
intereſts of this tranſient ſcene.— Thus the believer 
faints not, —while “ he looks not to the things which 
* are ſeen, but to the things which are not ſeen.” 
He learns with Abraham, to part with objects which 
nature moſt endears to him, when the will of God re- 
quires them; believing him able to make up every 
loſs: and, with Moſes, he is enabled to count “ the 
„ reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures ” 
_ of the world, and“ the afflittions of God's people,” 
_ preferable to the momentary pleaſures „of ſin, —en- 
during as one who ſees him that is inviſible.” 

If we conſider faith as including the idea of de- 
eee or committing ourſelves to the Lord's 
bands in credence and confidence; the increaſe of 
it is inſeparable from growth in grace. The con- 
vinced ſinner diſcovers, perhaps gradually, that he 
has no reſources in himſelf, and poſſeſſes no ability 
of eſcaping the wrath to come: but, hearing of the 
mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and of the en- 
couragements and promiſes of the new covenant, he 
applies for the grace of his free ſalvation, and ſubmits 
to give God all the glory. As his views enlarge, he 
more expreſsly entruſts his foul and all his eternal in- 
intereſts into the hands of Chriſt, according to the 
nature of his redemption and the offices he ſuſtains, 
and expects the ſupply of all his wants from his un- 
| ſearchable riches. Ihus he learns © to live by the faith 
* of the Son of God,” and, feeling that he deſerves 
Wrath alone, to expect every bleſling as the purchaſe 
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of his blood and the gift of his grace. He has not as 
yet, however, obtained a very deep acquaintance with 
the intrinſic evil of fin, the aggravations of his own 
miquities, the deceitfulneſs and deſperate wickedneſs 
of the human heart, or his own helpleſs and expoled 
condition: fo that, attending diligently on every means 
of grace, he hopes Fe un to riſe ſuperior to every | 


temptation, and to fee! himſelf advancing in holinels 


every day; and in this he commonly experiences a 
mortifying diſappointment, even when actually grow- 
ing in grace. For he continually diſcovers evil in his 
heart and duties, which he did not at all ſuſpect, and 
has painful experience of his own weakneſs and folly. 
Many a ſharp conflict, and many an evident relapſe into 
evil, tend to convince him that he can do nothing of 
* himſelt;” and he eſcapes well if he be not ſo baffled 
by temptation, as to act inconſiſtently in ſome degree 
before men, whilſt the Lord humbles him, and 

proves him, and ſhews him what is in his heart, to do 
him good at the latter end. In this way, however, 
after a courſe of years, when he has really grown in 
grace, and is juſtly regarded as an eſtabliſhed, honour. 
able, and irunful Chriſtian; he is ſo far from feeling 
leſs need of ſupplies from the Saviour's fulneſs, that 


be depends on him more {imply and explicitly for every 


thing, than he did at his firſt acceptance of his ſalva- 
tion. He more entirely counts all but loſs, that he 
may win Chrift and be found in him, and in his 
riglueouſneſs; and continually ſeeks forgiveneſs 
of his daily ſins and the acceptance of his daily ſer- 
vices, by faith in his blood. He now conſiders the 
inclination, ability, and opportunity, of doing good 
works, as ſo many gifts from the God of grace, in- 
creaſing more and more his obligations to him; and 15 
deeply conſcious, that he hath not duly improved his 
talents : ſo that he has great cauſe to be humbled on 
account of his unfaithfulneſs, but none to be proud 
ot choſe things which never were his own. He is alſo 
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entirely ſenſible, that he cannot perform any good 
work in future, or withſtand the temptations which 
obſtruct his progreſs, without ſupplies of wiſdom and 
ſtrength day by day, out of that ſame fulneſs, from 
Which he * ſo long been accuſtomed to receive. 
Thus his growth in grace is connected with propor- 
tionable ſimplicity in the exerciſe of faith: while our 
Lord plainly 2 e that the habitual fimplicity and 
energy of faith in him, ſecures the growth of grace in 
all other particulars, when he ſays, He that abideth 
in me, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit.” 


The conſiſtent believer learns alſo to conſider every 
object that ſurrounds him, in its relation to the provi- 
_ dence, the moral government, or the ſalvation of God; 
and this induces a conſtant dependence on him even 
in the common affairs of life. He acknowledges 
God in all his ways :” he relies on him to incline 
the hearts of thoſe with whom he is concerned to att 
properly towards him;* to ſucceed his undertakings, 
to protect him in danger, to ſupply his wants, and to 
comfort and deliver him in trouble. He depends on 
the perfections and providence of God to fulfil his 
promiſes in theſe reſpects, as far as conducive to his 
good; being aſſured that not a ſparrow falls to the 
ground without his Father's notice and deſign. He 
conſiders the power of God as engaged to reſtrain the 
malice and rage of Satan, to moderate his trials, and 
to preſerve him from circumſtances of overwhelmin 
temptation ; as well as his grace to ſtrengthen holy af. 
ſections and give energy for reſiſtance. Thus he 
paſſes through one difficulty after another; conſcious 
of his weakneſs but relying on the Lord for ſtrength 
and protection; he caſts his care on him, and © in 
every thing, by prayer and ſupplication with thankſ- 
giving, makes his requeſts known to God:“ while 
his experience of the Lord's faithfulneſs and attention 
to his prayers tend to increaſe his faith, to encourage 
his expettations, and to exclude anxious alarms or 
5 e | diſtruſtful 
3 Neb, i. 11. | 
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diſtruſtful ſolicitudes. And this prepares him for at 
length paſſing through the valley of the ſhadow of death 
* without fearing any evil;” hoping that the Lord 
will then be with him, as his Guide, Guard, and Com- 
forter, and at laſt receive him to his eternal glory. 


The increaſe of faith in this reſpe& muſt be a moſt 
Important part of growth in grace, as it produces a 
calm ſubmiſſive ſpirit in the moſt perilous and diſtreſf. 
ing ſeaſons; when the hearts of unbelievers, and even 
of the weak in faith, are ſhaken like the trees by the 
* wind:” it induces an habitual intercourſe in the ſpirit 
of adoption between the redeemed ſinner and his re- 
conciled God and Father; as he now walks with God 
in humble confidence, and reverential fear. It hke- 
wiſe ſecures a man from ſeeking relief in trouble b 
indirect means; and renders him watchful again 
every thing that would interrupt his communion with 
God, by which his preſent comfort and hopes of future 
telicity are principally maintained. And, on the other 
hand, as he grows in grace he will attain to greater 
ſimplicity of dependence on God, which will render 
him leſs dependent on men and on ſecond cauſes; he 
will be leſs affected by the fluctuating appearances of 
external affairs, his heart being fixed truſting in the 
* Lord;” and will more uniformly conſider all crea- 
tures as his inſtruments of judgment or of mercy, of cor- 
rection or of comfort; and remember that all things 
„work together for good to them that love God.“ 
Thus it appears, that growth in grace, as to the various 
- particulars compriſed in the Apoſtle's prayer for the 
Philippians, will certainly be accompanied with deeper 
humility, ſtronger faith, and more entire reliance on 
God in all things pertaining to this life, and to that 
which is to come. „ is 
It cannot, therefore, be doubtful, in what a believer's 
growth in grace conſiſts, When a man abounds 2 
n NES 
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and more in all the varied exerciſes of holy love; hen 
this love is directed and regulated by increaſing Know- 
ledge, wiſdom, and judgment; when he acquires by 
exerciſe, under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the 
habit of prudently examining and accurately diſtin- 
guiſhing between things that differ, abhorring the evil, 
and cleaving to the good more entirely and heartily _ 
from day to day; when he grows more known and 
4 for ſincerity and integrity in all his profeſ- 
ſions and engagements, and more ſingly devoted to 
God, as he advances in years; when he becomes more 
and more circumſpett in his words and works, that he 
may neither inadvertently fall himſelf, or caufe others 
to ſtumble, and more fervent in prayer to be preſerved 
from bringing any reproach on the goſpel to the end 
of his courſe ; when he grows more abundantly fruit- 
ful in the works of righteouſneſs, while at the ſame 
time he hes lower before God in deep humility, and 
is more willing than ever to be abaſed among men; 
when he acts more and more habitually with the invi- 


ſible God and the eternal world before his mind, and 


relies more entirely on the mercy and grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who thus becomes more precious 
to his ſoul; and when his dependence on the provi- 
dence of God is more uniform, and accompanied with 
greater compoſure, ſubmiſſion, and conſtancy in the 
path of duty: when this is the caſe, nothing material 
to the Chriſtian character ſeems wanting; the various 
holy diſpoſitions and affections, reſulting from regene- 
ration, are advancing to maturity in juſt proportion 
and coincidence, and the believer is evidently ripening 
for the work, worſhip, and joy of heaven. We might 
eaſily branch out the ſubjeet more diffuſely ; but it is 
preſumed, the attentive reader will perceive, that no- 
thing can be ſelected as another diſtinèt part of growth 
in grace, which is not fairly reducible to ſome of th 
particulars, that have been recapitulated. 4 
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CONCLUSION. 


T; E A oftle having rayed that the Philippians 
_* might be filled with the 's uits of righteouſneſs, ſub... 
joined according to the uniform language of the New 
Teſtament, * which are through Jeſus Chrift to the 
glory and praiſe of God.“ Our fruitfulneſs is ut- 
terly inſufficient to juſtify our perſons, or recommend 
us to the divine favour; and we are not allowed to 
court the applauſe of men, in the performance of our 
good works: but when they are conlidered as the 
fruits of the Spirit, produced by his facred influ- 
ence on the hearts of fallen creatures, as the happy 
effects of the incarnation and redemption of Chrift, 
7 preſented through his interceſſion, being as it were 
ſprinkled with his blood; and as conducive in all re- 
(pets to the manifeſtation of the glory of God in the 
ſalvation of ſinners; we ſhall readily perceive that they 
muſt be well pleaſing i in his ſight. We are thus conſe. 
_ crated © an holy prieſt hood, to offer ſpiritual ſacrifices, 
acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt; * and 
_ * hereby he is glorified, when we bring forth much 
* fruit.” —This cor tion leads us to enquire more 
particularly into the reaſons which induced the Apoſtle 
to pray thus for his people: and on what account 
that growth in grace, which has hes deſcribed, 15 ſo | 
greatly to be deſired. 


It is obſervable that we have met with no o petitions 
for proſperity, deliverance from perſecutors, or even = 
ritual conſolation. In general it 1s not proper to pray 
reſervedly for any temporal comforts in we iy Mev OUT - 
ſelves or others; for they are of ſo ambiguous a nature 
that we cannot tell whether they would prove bleſſings 
or not. John indeed wiſhes his beloved Gaius may 
„be in health, and proſper, even as his ſoul proſ- 
e pered!” A ſingular example! and a petition that 


uit be reverſed to lun the caſe of many profeſſed 1 | 


Chriſtians t 


X 3 

Chriſtians! No doubt Paul did pray that his people 
might be delivered from “ the tribulations and perſe- 

__ * cutions which they endured ;” and that © their 
hearts might be comforted, being knit together in 
 * love;” but, when he expreſsly ſet himſelt to point 
out the things, which he principally requeſted in their 
behalf, in order to direct them in ſeeking, the beſt 
bleſſings for themſelves, he was filent on theſe topicks; 


' Knowingthathe needed not to remind them to aſk for 


temporal deliverances or inward conſolations, (if they 
indeed prayed at all;) and that theſe latter would cer- 
tainly follow, if they obtained the bleſſings which he 
eſpecially deſired tor them. We may therefore 
I. That growth in grace is neceſſary in order to the 
| 88 conſolation, and aſſurance of hope. 
It may probably have occurred to the reader, that 
aſſurance of an intereſt in Chriſt, and of everlaſting 
lite through Him, has not been expreſsly mentioned 
— growth in grace or ſtrength of faith: but 
as we are exhorted '© to give all diligence, that we 
*.may make our calling and election /ure;”” and 
that we may poſſeſs the full Auance of hope unto. 
the end;“ we may properly conſider genuine con- 
 fidence as the efedt of increaſing faith and ſanctifica- 
tion. Without a meaſure of holineſs there can be no 


warranted comfort or af/urance of hope. Strong cor- 


dials, indeed given to a man in a high fever may pro- 
duce a tranſient exhilaration, while they increaſe the 
_ diſeaſe: but proper medicines tend to reſtore health, 
which will be accompanied with more pleaſing ſenſa. 
tions, and of a more permanent nature.— Now fin 1s 
the diſtemper of the ſoul; and while pride, malice, 
luſt, covetouſneſs, or any other vile paſſion prevails in 
the heart, no ſalutary comfort can be derwed from 
the promiſes or privileges of the goſpel; except as. 
they allure a man from his preſent ſeducing and de- 


1 2 Pet. i. 10. Heb. vi. 10— 12. 
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firuQive purſuits, by ſhowing him that far greater 
bleſſings he 1 Bun which ar ivavible; meek, 

pure, and g diſpoſition is produced; when 
knowledge, love, fubmiſhon, and ſpirituality diffuſe 
their benign influence, ſubjugating every corrupt 
paſſion, and moderating every attachment to earthly 
objects, the believer conſequently feels peace and 


comfort: while the joys, which on ſome occaſions fil! 


and tranſport the ſoul in an extraordinary manner, are 
chiefly reſerved for times of ſharp conflict, heavy trials, 


or hard ſervices. 


All our genuine conſolations fpring from the influ. 
ences of the Holy Spirit, opening to us the treaſures 
of redeeming love, applying to our conſciences the 
blood of ſprinkling, exciting holy affections in our 
hearts, and giving us earneſts of heavenly felicity. 
e e therefore inſeparably connected with the ex- 
ercife of repentance, faith, love, hope, and gratitude, 
and indeed greatly conſiſt in them : while every kind 
or degree of ſin, even in our tempers or deſires, grieves 
and quenches the Spirit of God, and interrupts our 
comforts; till renewed humiliation, and application 
for mercy through the blood of Chriſt, reſtore our 
peace. It muſt therefore be evident, that growth in 
grace powertully tends to eſtabliſh peace, hope, and 
joy in God; a © peace of God which paſſeth under- 
« ſtanding,” a © joy unſpeakable and glorious.” We 
 oughtto value theſe conſolations above all the riches and 
pleaſures of the world, and deſire the abundant enjoy- 
ment of them from day to day: but we ſhould not expect 
or allo ourſelves to wiſh for it, except through the me- 

dium of increaſing ſanctification and fruitfulneſs. Up- 
on the moſt mature deliberation, the prudent Chriſtian 
will not heſitate to pray, that the lots of wonted con- 
ſolations may chaſtiſe his folly, if he grow lukewarm, 
careleis, or worldly: and that, if the only wiſe God 
ſee that with-holding preſent comfort will promote his 
growth in grace, he may be ſanctified and not com- 

torted, rather than comforted and not ſanctified. 5 : 
| | ks Ent 


ſent joys are of ſhort continuance, but increaſing holi- 
_ neſs is the recovery of health, and the preparation for 
future and eternal elicity. Our Lord hath commanded 
us to. ſeek fir/t the kingdom of God and his righte- 
* ouſneſs;” and then * all other things will be added 
* to us:“ but numbers by inverting this order come 
ſhort of ſalvation, and ſoon loſe their 1dolized worldly 
objects. In like manner many profeſſors of the goſpel 
| are ſo eager to obtain aſſurance, that they ſeek it in the 
| firſt place; inſtead of firſt ſeeking to grow in grace 
And to bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs, leaving it 
to the Lord to give them comfort, and to cauſe them te 
* abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
in his appointed time — way: and thus many are 
| bolſtered up in vain confidence, or amuled with de- 
lufive joys; and others continue feeble, ſickly, and 
dejected during the greateſt part of their lives. Various 
methods have indeed been deviſed to afford them re- 
lief and conſolation; but they have merely a tranſient 
effect: for the child that does not grow is not healthy, 


and being unhealthy will be uncomfortable, whatever 


may be done to chear its ſpirits by cordials, to feaſt it 
with delicacies, or to amuſe it by toys and finery. 


II. Growth in grace is moſt deſirable, in order that 
the Lord Jeſus may be glorified in us, and by us.— 
When Chrift appeared on earth, all thoſe who ſaw the 
perſons that he had reſtored to the uſe of their ſenſes 
and limbs, recovered to health, or raiſed from the 
dead, would have reaſon to exclaim with aftoniſhment, 
See what Jeſus of Nazareth hath done! how won- 
* derful is his power! how great his love]! how many, 
how ſtupendous, how beneficent his miracles! 
While the monuments of his divine compaſſion and 
authority over all nature would be ready to ſay to all 
around them, He whom the rulers and ſcribes deſ- 

piſe and ſeek to deſtroy, reſtored my limbs, my un- 
* derſtanding, or my life. Thus would he be honoured 

by them, and in them, | ey” 
| When 


oOdious an 


When they, who profeſs the doctrines of the gofpel. 
. And vouch CHAR to be their God and iet ke | 
it evident in a manner equally inconteſtable, that their 
tempers are ſanctified, their luſts mortified, their ſelfiftr 
hearts enlarged, and their characters ſound, pure, and 
holy: all who knew them before, will be conſtrained 
to notice the change, to wonder at the effects, and to 
enquire into the cauſe.—* What hath transformed the 
« brier into a myrtle, the lion into a lamb, or the ſwine 


into a ſheep?* while the perſons who have expe. | 


rienced this change, by profeſſing their faith in Chriſt, 
give him all the 55 Thus the nature and tendency 
of the goſpel, and the excellency of its fruits, are ma- 
nifeſted: the Lord, as it were, challenges men to come 
and examine the work he hath wrought, and to ſay, 
whether it be not worthy of admiration and honour? 
This is the beſt method of confuting infidelity, and 
conſtraining iniquity to ſtop her mouth; and * the fruits 
„of righteouſneſs” which believers erg prove, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of 


God, as they tend to make known his glonous per- 


fections, and promote the cauſe of his holy religion 
—_—_——_—— 7X Rr 
But © woe'be to the world becauſe of offences; and 
* woe be to him by whom the offence cometh.” The 
crimes of profeſſed Chriſtians render our holy religion 
Fl contemptible to millions in all the quarters 
of the globe, and give infidels their moſt plauſible ar. 
guments againſt it. The crimes of hypocrites, who - 
contend for the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, pre- 
judice the minds of multitudes in every part of this 
land: and, alas! the muſconduf of true believers, 
who do not feel ſufficiently the neceſſity of growing 


_ 


in grace, OI in a meaſure the fame lamentable 


effetts. We ought therefore to pray more for our- 


ſelves and each other, that the Lord who hath ſet us 
apart for himſelf, would make us to be unto him for 
* a name, and a praiſe oe that our converſation may 


di.iſpoſition and inſtance 
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be ſuch as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt; that 
« we may walk worthy of God, who hath called us 
to his kingdom and glory; and that we may put 
_ thoſe to ſhame and ſilence, who. would ſpeak againſt 
* us as evil-doers.” _ „„ 


The Apoſtle inſtructs Titus to exhort ſervants to be 
te obedient to their own maſters, and to pleaſe them well 
in all things, not anſwering again, not purloining, but 
* ſhowing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doc- 
©. trine of God our Saviour in all things: and the | 
Iame argument is equally cogent in reſpect of every hol 

5 5 : 7 good % 50h hg whole 

who profeſs the goſpel. Nothing indeed can add to 


the beauty and glory of divine truth, as it is in its own | 

nature: but this can be diſcerned by the ſpiritual mind 
alone; to the world in general it appears fooliſh and 
abſurd, and the miſconduct of profeſſors confirms | 

_ defpiſers in their proud contempt of it. There is how- 


ever an excellency in a truly Chriſtian temper and 
converſation, which they are not hardy enough to 
deny, and of which wr frequently have the fulleſt | 
demonſtration, in the advantage or comfort they de- 
rive from it. „ e 
One noiſy, imprudent, and inconſiſtent zealot for 
«evangelical doctrines, who neither knows nor practiſes 
the duties of his ſtation, but is habitually guilty of 
- manifeſt crimes or glaring improprieties, will expoſe 
the truth to the contempt of a whole family, village, or 
neighbourhood. A ſingle Chriſtian, matured in grace 
according to the ſketch here given, notwithſtanding in- 
Eidental failures and manifold infirmities of which 
he is humbly conſcious, will obtain a teſtimony in the 
_eonſciences of all his connetiions, and win upon their 
hearts; he will ſoften the prejudices, ſilence the re- 
. proaches, and live down the contempt of the circle in 
which he moves; and evangelical truth will acquire 
ſuch a reſpeQability in a neighbourhood, where con- 
| l 5 ſiſtent 


fiſtem Chriſtians are numerous, as none en properly 
conceive who have not actually witneſſed it.— wy 8 
obſerver, however, knows, that ſuperficial diſputer 

about doctrines, miſbehaving themſelves in families 
and neighbourhoods, furniſh numbers with a plauſible 
objection to the goſpel; and that the prudent, Kind, 

and circumſpett behever often checks the progreſs of 

| oppoſition, and diſpoſes his relatives and acquaintance 


| to judge more favourably of the truth. 


HIT. This muſt be allowed to have a powerful ten- 
dency to make known the ſalvation of Chriſt. All 
that love the goſpel deſire to ſpread it: "but many at- 


tempt it in a very improper manner, thinking that ex 
| oughtto diſpute for the truth with every body to whom 
they have acceſs, and that at all events they muſt be- 


come preachers of the word. No doubt it is very 
_ commendable to contend earneſtly tor the truth; and 
what zealous Chriftian does not pray, that the Lord 
would increaſe an hundred fold the faithful miniſters 
of the goſpel, how many ſoever they be ?—But per-. 
haps the cauſe of truth would be no loſer, if we had 
much leſs diſputing, and even rather leſs. preaching 
of ſome hinds : provided we had more of thoſe, who 
reach to all around them in the ſilent energy of an 
holy life; after the manner, in which Peter exhorts 
waves to preach to their unbelieving huſbands. * Every 


word that perſons of this character drop, whether | 


of \ ſerious reproof and exhortation, or in ordin 
diſcourſe, and every perſuaſion to read a book, 
or hear a ſermon, would have great weight, and 
in ſome inſtances ſucceſs : whilſt «© Phyſician heal 

* thyſelf,” is a ſufficient anſwer to the moſt zealous | 
unholy profeſſor. —Nay, it may reaſonably be ſup- 

poſed, that a faithful miniſter of very flender talents, 
who lives conſiſtently with the holy doctrine he de- 
livers, and is attended by a few perſons whole conduit 
do credit to the goſpel, will in the event be more 


T 1 Pet. ili. 1—7. 
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ſolidly and durably uſeful, than the moſt; popular 
ſpeaker, who is either lax in his ewn conduct, or ſur. 
rounded by admirers who are a reproach to his doc. 

It pleaſes God on ſome occaſions, to revive reli- 
gion by numerous apparent converſions, and in a very 
rapid manner: yet this will ſoon die away, and con- 


tinue at moſt only for a ſingle generation, if holineſs 


do not ſhine in the lives of profeflors. But more com- 


monly the cauſe of God diffuſes its influence like the 


leaven, and like the grain of muſtard- ſeed, almoſt in- 
ſenſibly from ſmall beginnings to a great increaſe; 
When the work is genuine, and the proteſſion accords 
to the ſpecimens. given in the New Teſtament, the 
holy flame kindles from heart to heart, in families and 
neighbourhoods: and one after another is won over, 
even without the word, by the converſation of. friends 
and relatives, while they behold and benefit by their 
conſiſtent conduct. This we ſhould deſire and pray 
ſor in our ſeveral circles; and would we adopt the 
right method of ſucceeding in it, we muſt * Jet 
our light ſhine before men, that they may ſee our 
good works, and glorify our heavenly Father.“ 


IV. It is alſo moſt deſirable, that the knowledge of 
the goſpel ſhonld be continued to our poſterity. Holy 
men of God have always paid a great regard to the re- 
_ tigtious intereſts of ſucceeding generations; and with 
this view redoubled their diligent and zealous en- 
deavours, when they were about to leave the world.— 
Thus Moſes, Joſhua, David, Paul, and Peter, had the 
fame mind in them, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 
The true believer longs. eſpecially, that his children 
and children's children, with thole of his relatives and 
friends, may from generation to generation be the ſup- 
ports and ornaments of the 2 In condeſcending 
regard to ſuch deſires, the Lord hath mentioned theſe 

bleſſings in the covenant he makes with us, Wiring. us 

MF N | Se 2 


_ that it is intended . for our good and for that of our 
children after us: yet none, but ſuch Chriſtians as 
have been defcribed, can reafonably expect to be thus 
favoured. Their example and Ain lieu e 
ny for God and his truth, living and dying; and the repu 
tation they often acquire after death, however flighted _ 
before, plead powertully in behalf of religion, in the 
conſciences of thoſe whom they leave behind. As 
they have honoured God, he will thus honour them, 
by anſwering their prayers and proſpering their en- 
deavours: and if they leave any of their children or 
beloved relatives in an unconverted ſtate; they may 
even at their departure poſſeſs a peaceful hope, that 
the Lord will yet think upon them for good, and at 
length gather them into his fold, perhaps by means of 
their dying exhortations. In general, however, it is 
certain, that Chriſtianity of this kind is not eaſily or 
ſpeedily eradicated: the fruit produced by ſuch be- 
lievers, as have here been imperfectly deſcribed, will 
remain in its effects from generation to generation; 
and indeed, in one reſpect or another, to the end of 
the world and to all eternity. All the nations of the 
earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, ſaith the Lord con- 
cerning Abraham; for I know him that he will 
„ command his children and his houſhold after him, 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord to do juſtice 
and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon 
* Abraham, that which he hath ſpaken of hum, *" 


V. Growth in grace is peculiarly deſirable, in order 
that we may paſſeſs an aſſured hope and ſtrong con- 
ſolation at the approach of death. This laſt enemy is 
indeed the king of terrors, in his original nature and 

conſequences : and though he is diſarmed of his ſting, 
when he approaches as a friend to releaſe the believer 
from his uneaſy ſituation in this evil world, and con- 
vey him to his Father's houſe, yet our nature is apt to 
recoil; and when faith and hope waver, we cannot 
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but look forward to the ſolemn ſeaſon with trembling 
anxiety. - Indeed, were we ſure of having one day of 
ſpiritual light and comfort, and no more, during our 


continuance on earth, it would be very defirable to 


referve that cordial for this laſt ſeaſon of conflict. But 
à loofe and flothfal conduRt, even if grofs fins are 


avoided, prepares diſtreſs for the cloſing ſcene; and 
the Chriſtian who habitually yields to indolence, or, 
in other words, does not grow in grace, makes, as it 


were, an aſſignation with terror to meet him on his 


death- bed : While, on the other hand, 8 
Principles, a * converſation becoming our profeſſion- 


And diligence in our proper work and in the * 
| ual 


Þufinefs of religion, conſtitute an habitual and 


Preparation for that ſolemn ſcene. Our loins are thus 
Sirded, our lamps burning, and we are like men who 
are waiting for the coming of their Lord. We may 
not indeed before hand be able wholly to diſcard our 


1 nor ought we to a" ourſelves on 
hat account: but we are indiſputably fafe ; and at 
whatever time, or manner we may be ſummoned hence, 
"that day will not overtake us as a thief, with terrible 
. furpriſe, or fatal conſequences, but we ſhall be gra- 
cioully addreſſed in theſe moſt condeſcending words, 


Well done, good and faithful ſervant, enter thou in- 
* tothe joy of thy Lord. | Wa, 


It would be wholly ſuperfluous to ſpeak particularly 
concerning the day of judgment in this enquiry ; but 
ve may very properly cloſe it with the Apoſtle's words 
to the Philippians; * Be blameleſs and harmleſs, as 
the ſons of God, without rebuke, in the midſt of a 
4. crooked and perverſe generation, among whom 


tine ye as lights in the world; holding forth the 


«word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Chriſt 
© that I have not run in vain, neither laboured In 
* vain.“ r RT Ne 8 

„%% Fans BE 
1 Phil. ii. 15, 16, 


311 4m har. we have conſidered, be indeed the 
principles cf the | reduced to practice, and ac- 
int their 42 „what an excellent re- 
ligion is Chriſtianity ! how baſe mult they be, who op- 
- Poſe, inſult, and reproach it, for the faults of many of 
its profeſſors! and how inexcufable are thoſe perſons 
ho give them ſuch an occaſion!—lt is indeed a moſt 
palpable falſehood to pretend that the doctrines of 
F eee. our obligations to obedience, or fuper-. _ 
ſede the neceſlity of good works: but the holy lives of 
_ thoſe who embrace them is the beſt, and in fact the only 
effectual, confutation of this ſlander. —If then the ad. 
vantages and conſequences of growth in grace be fo 
important, and the nature of it ſo evident, little need 
be ſaid concerning the way in which we ought to ſeek 
- fo great and deſirable a bleſſing. The motives and 
encouragements of the 2 are abundantly ſufficient, 
to animate thoſe who duly attend to them; we have 
free acceſs to the throne of grace; exceedingly great 
and precious promiſes to plead with our merciful God 
and Father, and an inexhauſtible fulneſs from which to 
draw all things © pertaining to life and godlineſs.” 
We are directed and commanded to aſk and receive, 
that our joy may be full :'” God hath appointed vari- 
ous means, which he hath engaged to render effectual to 
all thoſe who diligently attend on them in humble faith; 
and every perſon may ſoon learn for himſelf, if he duly _ 
watch and keep his own heart, what employments or 
companions prove helps or hindrances to his ſoul, in 
this grand concern. Could we therefore ſucceed in 
convincing men that it is poſſible even in this world, 
to arrive at. degrees of ſpirituality, fruitfulneſs, and 
ſtability, far beyond what is commonly attained ; that 
it is their bounden duty to © preſs forward forgetting 
the things which are behind, and reaching forward 
4 to the things which are before; that they have great 
cauſe for deep humiliation, on account of their un- 
fruitfulneſs in times paſt, and yet ought not to be dif. 
couraged from expecting more effectual help * their 
; . : uture 
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more abundant growth in gra 
and deſirable of all bleſſings; there can be no doubt, 
but they would make greater progreſs than they gene- 
rally do. Yetit ſhould alſo be obſerved, that Chriſtians 
would not on that account become better ſatisfied with 
themſelves, or their attainments. Perhaps, through ſelt- 
„ a e tenderneſs of conſcience, and _ hu- 
mility, they may not be ſenſible of making any advan- 
ces in grace: and aſſuredly 1 will more and more 


Future endeavours : ik, I ſay, men could be thus in- 
- duced, heartily to ſet themfelves to ſeek and pray for 


* 


ce, as the moſt important 


hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, till they come to 
the fountain above, when they ſhall drink, and thirſt no 


more for ever. But to ſuch perſons the words of 
the Apoſtle are peculiarly ſuitable and encouraging. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding inthe work of the Lord: 
foraſmuch as ye know, that your labour is not in vain 


again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great 


« Shepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the 
*« everlaſting covenant, make us perfect in every good 


. + work to do his will, working in us that which is well 


__* pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom. 


« be glory, for ever and ever. Amen.” 


x x Cor. xv. 58. 
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octavo, beautifully printed, price One Pound, 


on very fine demy, without the engraved title pages, "ER 


12 Shillin 
4. TW WENTY-ONE £ SERMONS on ſelect gub- 
jects, with ſeveral forms of prayer for family worlliy, | 
well printed on fine” paper, 8 vo. 6s. boards. 

5. ESSAYS on important Subjects in Religion, i in 
25 numbers, 12 mo, 1d. each; or the whole together 
making one neat volume, and compriſing a compen- 


dious view of Chriſtianity, price 28. or bound in N 


calf, 38. 
N. B. Any quantity of ſeveral of the Eſſays may be had 
ſeparately, at 13 for 1s. or 7s. 6d. per hundred. And the 


ürſt, On the Divine ae the Hol) May: = 5 
$ 


— 


has by many been. deemed. proper pamphlet to a 

perſe in theſe times of prevailing infidelity. 

6. THE FORCE of TRUTH, an authentick Nar- 

1 * la mo. 4th edit. 1182. 5 

A DISCOURSE on REPENTANCE, 120k 
= 4 edit. price 18. or 10s. per dozen. 

8. THE RIGHTS of GOD, 12mo. price 15. or Bs, 
Per doz. or in octa vo, on fine wove demy, 18. 6d. 
9. An IMPARTIAL STATEMENT of the Scrip- 

ture Doctrine, in reſpect of Civil Government, and the 
Duties of S uthector Nan edit. price ad. or 108. per 

hundred. 

10. A VINDICATION. of the DIVINE INSPI. 

RATION of the HOLY SCRIPTURES, and the 

PoeRtrines contained in them; being an anſwer to the 

two parts of Mr. T. Paine's Age of , 12mo, price 

35. or four guineas per hundred. 

2 * For aulio 4s this uncircumciſed Phili 2 that he Should 

| « defy the armies of. the living God. | Y 

11.-HINTS for the Conſideration: of Patienis in 

15 Hoſpital pes 20. 18. Gd. * dozen, or 108. per 100. 


l hy Was a hublifhed. 


| The PATH to HAPPINESS, by M.— price: 16. 
NM M1 o by the ſame Author, | 
The Ho 42 77 of havin Age for a Friend in Time of 


Trial, or The Hiſtory of M rs, Wilkins. Addreſſed to 
pre zant Women. | 

Written f for the Benevolent Inſtitution for delivering 
poor Married Women at their own Houſes, Eflabliſhes 
bl Prices 2d. or 125 per 100. 
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